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Church  thinks  big  for  Easter  production 


potential  of  the 
prod  action 
with  increasing 
When  it  comes  to  commemo-  seriousness, 
rating  Easter  each  year,  Lees-  "This  year, 
burg  Church,  nortn  of  Pela-  we  really 
hatoue,  proves  that  size  isn't  entered  into  the 
nearly  as  important  as  vision.  production 
The  rural  church,  which  aver-  with  more 
ages  about  210  in  Sund^  School, 
annually  produces  tow  the 
Knee,  the  story  of  a  Romein  cen¬ 
turion  who  struggles  with  his 
role  in  the  torture  and  crucifixion 
of  Jesus.  With  dozens  of  cast 
members  and  professional  stag¬ 
ing  that  would  be  the  envy  of 
large  churches  anywhere, 

Leesburg  Church  members  offer 
the  Easter  story  production  to  Spirit  move  us 
their  community  in  the  hooe  that 
maw  will  be  reached  for  Jesus. 

"The  actor  who  portrays  Jesus 
is  actually  put  on  a  cross.  He  is 
then  taken  to  the  tomb  emd  final¬ 
ly  ciscends  into  heaven  —  or  at  amoi 
least  20  feet  straight  up  I 
of  finr  hiiilding.  said  1 
Pastor  Reindalljackson. 

Crowns  and  banners  are  pre¬ 
sented  to  him  in  heaven, 
according  to  Jackson.  "It  is  a 
very  visual  way  of  stopping 
and  giving  everything  bacK  to 
God,^  he  said. 

Jackson  said  the  area  around 
Leesburg  Church  is  seeing 
huge  or  influx  of  people  and 
residential  housing  construc¬ 
tion,  thanks  in  part  to  its  close 
proximity  to  the  Jackson  metro- 

golitan  area  and  the  Ross 
amett  Reservoir.  As  more  and 
more  families  move  into  the 
area,  Jackson  said,  church 
members  are  approaching  the 
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we  were  able  to 
let  the  Holy 
Spirit  move  us 
through  the 
program. 

'Tt's  not  sim-  -  -  - 

ply  a  delegation  year  just  before  Easter.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Leesburg 

of  authority - - 

us;  it  has  turned  into  "The  production  is  one  of 
to  the  top  shared  vision.  God  has  really  the  core  activities  of  the  church. 
Lee^urg  blessed  Leesburg  Church  with  It  bri»^»'*'<ilNWWifc  members 
a  lot  of  great  adult  leaders,"  together  in  ways  that  last  year- 
Jackson  pointed  out.  round,"  he  said. 

All  that  prayer  and  prepara-  Jackson  said  the  passion 
tion  paid  off,  as  an  overflow  behind  the  production  is  gener- 
crowd  of  4M  or  more  people  ated  lately  by  Jeff  Jones,  the 
attended  the  presentation  in  the  bivocational  associate  pastor  at 
spacious  12,(XX)  square  foot  Leesburg  Church.  Jon«,  part 
Oiristian  Life  Center.  Church  owner  of  Carthage  Discount 
a  counselors  were  standing  by  Drugs  in  Carthage,  has  served 
after  the  curtain  fell  on  the  one-  Lee^urg  for  about  ten  years. 
hour-and-20-minute  produc-  "God  gets  all  the  glory,  but 
tion,  to  help  attendees  with  any  someone  has  to  champion  a 
spiritual  decisions  they  were  prowam  like  this,  and  Jeff  Jones 
and  the  Ross  moved  to  make  during  the  play,  is  that  jrorson  at  Leesburg 
The  annual  production  of  Church.  Because  of  his  obedi- 
Bow  the  Knee  has  benefited  the  ence  to  God,  he  has  done 
church  in  many  other  areas  of  groundbreaking  work  with  this 
ministry,  Jackson  said.  _ production,"  Jackson  stressed. 


Allen  Moudy  portrays  )esus  and  Chuck  King  por 


Crossover  St.  Louis  to  offer  'Gateway  of  Hope 


entertainment  buildmgs,  according  to  Bill  Cu^,  director  of 
—  along  with  missions  for  Jefferson  Association, 
individuals  to  Other  church  sponsored  events  include 
to  the  gospel,  prayer  journeys,  door-to-door  personal 
events  have  evangelism,  and  evangelistic  sports  clinics 
»r  Crossover.  for  area  children  and  youth.  Also  scl]^ed- 
1  Midwestern  uled  are  entertainment-based  street  evan- 
nsas  City  will  gelism  teams,  inner-city  personal  evange- 
k  parties  in  20  fism,  a  ministry  to  night<lub  employees 
communities  and  dancers,  and  a  "IQndness  Explosion" 
rise  apartment  ministry  that  will  give  away  bottles  of  cold 
water  and  other  items  along  with  a  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  hope  found  in  Cnnst. 

More  than  25,000  people  have  made 
iSHVV  professions  of  faith  through  Crossover 
efforts  since  1989,  when  messengers 
'  attending  the  annual  meeting  in  Las  Vegas 

first  sought  a  way  of  making  an  impact  on 
^eir  host  cities  with  the  gospel. 

For  more  information  or  to  request  a  vol- 
unteer  assignment  with  Crossover  St.  Louis, 
individuals  or  groups  should  contact  Doyle 
W  Echols  via  email  at  dechols@stlbaptists.org, 

or  by  telephone  at  (314)  569-1190,  ext.  305. 


ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  —  Southern  B^tists 
will  offer  a  "Gateway  to  Hope"  June  7-9 
as  part  of  Crossover  St.  Louis,  the  13th  a 

annual  evangelism  emphasis  con-  M 

ducted  prior  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting. 

More  than  81  local  churches  in 
seven  associations  had  commit- 
ted  to  particmating  in  the  effort 
as  of  mid-March,  and  recruit- 
ment  is  currently  underway 
for  hundreds  or  additional 
volunteers  from  other  areas.  M 

Benny  King,  executive  I 

director  of  St.  Louis  Metro  I 

Association,  said  Crossover  \ 

St.  Louis  will  kick  off  a 
summer-long  evangelistic 
emphasis  in  the  area 
under  the  banner  of 
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One  small  victory  at  a  time 


mowing  le^lation  at  any  level  is  between  in  the  war  against 
ore  often  man  not  a  mixed  bag  of  alcohol  but  the  2002  ses- 
iTK  and  losses,  triumphs  and  failures,  sion  of  the  Mississippi 
hilaration  and  frustration.  The  com-  Legislature,  meeting  rignt 
of  our  legislative  processes  from  city  now  in  Jackson,  has  pro- 
^  coun^  courmouse  to  the  state  vided  at  least  a  glimmer  of 
tional  capiteb  may  seem  inscrutable  hope  by  reducing  the 
average  citizen  who  wants  to  get  threshold  for  a  Driving 
?d,  but  that's  no  excuse  for  turmne  Under  the  Influence  charge 
torn  our  rKponsibilities  in  this  grand  from  .1  to  .08  blood  alcohol 
ran  experiment  in  self-governance.  content  (BAC). 
of  the  most  imjxirtant  aspects  of  our  The  importance  of  this 
vemance  involves  the  legislation  new  law,  signed  last  week 
iced  each  year  at  the  state  level  by  the  by  Governor  Ronnie 
people  we  elect  to  represent  us  in  the  Musgrove,  cannot  be  over- 
Mississippi  Legislature.  As  the  stated.  Ask  almost  any  state 
"devolution"  of  power  from  the  fed-  trooper,  deputy  sheriff,  or 
eral  government  to  the  states  contin-  city  police  officer,  and 
ues  —  and  even  a  casual  student  of  they'll  tell  you  that  most 
the  U.S.  Conshtution  can  see  that  is  people  are  well  beyond 
ajmropriate  —  how  we  govern  our-  impairment  when  they 
selv^  on  the  state  level  will  prove  to  drive  a  a  motor  vehicle  at 
be  pivotal  in  the  coming  years.  the  .1  BAC  level. 

Some  of  the  most  important  Getting  impaired  drivers 
issues  of  our  time  are  being  mcreas-  off  the  road  should  be 
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affirmatively,  commend  them  for  saving 
countless  lives  and  families.  You  can  also 
let  them  know  that  you'll  continue  to  be 
interested  in  their  future  votes  on  alcohol 
and  other  moral  issues  facing  our  state. 

If  your  legislators  didn't  vote  in  favor  of 
the  .08  law,  they  need  to  know  how  you  feel 
about  that,  too  —  but  they  won't  know 
unless  you  get  involved  enough  to  tell  them. 

Editor's  note:  A  commendation  is  also  in 
order  for  Governor  Ronnie  Musgrove,  who  on 
March  28  vetoed  House  Bill  1171.  The  bill 
would  have  ppmtitted  on-premises  brew  pubs, 
including  casino  breiv  pulk,  to  shower  patrons 
with  free  samples  of  their  alcoholic  products 
and  also  would  have  allowed  the  brew  pubs  to 
raise  by  25%  the  alcohol  content  of  their  home¬ 
made  concoctions. 
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s  a  critic,  1  was 


Guest  Opinion 


the  most  violent  films  I've  seen 
in  ^ite  some  time. 

Granted,  there's  not  much 
blood  in  the  movie,  but  there  is 
torture,  duels  to  the  death, 
main  characters  are  killed, 
nightmarish  sequences  pop  up 
every  time  someone  puts  that 
ring  on,  and  there  are  hordes  of 
demonic-looking  villains  bent 
on  eliminating  our  little  band  of 
wood  imps.  One  such  evil 
group  looked  like  they  could 
scare  off  the  Four  Horsemen  of 
the  Apocalypse.  Weren't  your 
children  spooked?  Well,  maybe 
we  have  evolved  into  beings 
that  can  process  any  amount  of 
abuse  Hollywood  puts  before 
our  eyes,  but  is  that  what  our 
Creator  intended  for  us? 

Certainly,  there  were  some 
good  films  this  past  year,  but 
very  few  great  films.  1  kept 
hoping  for  another  Lawrence  of 
Arabia  or  Key  Largo.  Thank 
goodness  for  video,  because  the 
best  film  1  saw  this  past  year 
was  1952's  The  Quiet  Man  — 
and  you  know  what?  That 
Academy  Award  nominee  lost 
to  The  Greatest  Show  On  Earth. 

Believe  me,  it  wasn't! 

Boatwright  is  an  entertainment 
critic  and  regular  columnist  fijr 
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No  ransom  paid,  missionary  agency  reports 


from  a  resort  off  the  island  of 
Palawan  in  the  Philippines. 
Martin  grew  up  in  the 
Philippines,  where  his  par¬ 
ents  have  been  missionaries 
for  more  than  32  years.  The 
Burnhams  have  been  mem¬ 
bers  of  NTM  since  1985. 

NTM's  website  is 
www.ntm.org;  e-mail  updates 
about  the  Burnhams  can  be 
received  by  sending  an  e-mail 
to  ntm-burnhams-subscribe 
©yahoogroup: 

Earlier  tn 
spokespersi 
the  missi< 


agency  said  "there 
have  Deen  numer¬ 
ous  unverified 
and  unsubstanti¬ 
ated  reports  origi¬ 
nating  from  unre¬ 
liable  news 
sources  in  the 
Philippines." 

NTM  contin¬ 
ued,  "Increased 
fighting  between 
the  Philippine  mil¬ 
itary  and  the  kid¬ 
nappers  has  also 
been  reported  in 
the  last  several 
I  days.  Amid  these 


SANFORD, 

Fla.  (BP)  —  New  ■ 

Trib^  Mission  I 
(NTM)  has  is-l 
sued  a  news 
release  denying  . 

"any  participa- 
attempts 
to  pay  rcinsom  or 
raise  money  for^^^^^^H 
ransom"  for  the^^P^N^H 
release  of  mis- 
sionaries  Martin 
and  Gracia  Bum- 
ham  who  were 
kidnapped  in  the 
Philippines  on 
May  27,  2001. 

The  missions 
agency,  in  its 
March  26  news  release,  said  a 
"U.S.  news  network,"  which  it 
did  not  identify,  had  reported 
that  the  U.S.  government  had 
facilitated  a  ransom  payment 
to  the  Osama  bin  Laaen-relat-  pings.  As  mission 
ed  Abu  Sayyaf  Group  in  the  nature  of  our  work 
Asian  country.  vulnerable  to  kidi 

Of  the  news  report,  NTM  NTM  said.  "Theref 
noted  tfwt  "no  source  is  cited  mission  orgaiiizati 
and  they  have  failed  to  verify  agr^  to  establish  a 
this  witn  tfie  U.S.  govemmoit.  position  in  order  to  send  tfie 
If  such  a  payment  was  made,  it  messarc  that  it  is  i 
was  done  wittiout  our  consent  to  kicmap  missionaries, 
or  knowledge."  interdenominational  missions 

NTM  aclmowledeed  tttere  agency  specializes  in  planting 
has  been  a  shift  in  U.S.  pc^cy  indigenous  churches  amorig 
on  rans<Mn  payments,  but  the  unevangelized  pec^le  groups  in 
missions  agency  stat^  tfiat  it  remote  areas  around  die  world, 
will  continue  its  longstanding  Since  the  Burnhams  were 
"no  ransom"  position  "for  a  kidnapped,  the  missions 


BAPTISTS 


is  year,  NTM 
ion  Scott  Ross  said 
missions  agency  had 
interviewed  many  of  the 
hostages  freed  by  the  terror¬ 
ists  and  said  reports  of  the 
^  Burnhams'  "condition  and 

1  the  value  pnkence  of  the  hostag^,  but  situation  were  very  dramatic 
iionaries.  these  have  not  been  verified.  and  graphic,"  including  their 
■dyincreas-  "Such  information  under-  "exposure  to  the  elements, 
re  kidnap-  scores  the  danger  that  the  lack  of  hygiene  and  health 
aries,  tne  Burnhams  and  their  fellow  care,  and  need  for  adequate 
iiiakes  us  hostage,  Filipina  nurse  nourishment." 
lappings,"  Deborah  Yap,  are  in,"  the  mis- 
ore,  major.,  .-.sions  agency  said.  "These 
ons  have  reports  and  the  danger  are  also 
no  ransom  very  difficult  for  the 

Burnhams'  families.  Please  ^ 

not  profitable  continue  to  pray  for  Gt^'s 

- "  The  jjeace  and  strength  in  the  midst 

of  this  storm. 

"Last  weekend  Martin  and 
Gracia's  oldest  children, 

Jeffrey  and  Mindy,  made  a  Last  November  a  video  clip 
plea  for  their  release,"  the  of  the  Burnhams  was  released 
news  release  recounted.  "This  by  a  Philippine  television  sta- 
was  aired  on  Radio  Mindanao,  tion  which,  showed  consider- 
The  children  communicated  able  weight  loss  by  Martin,  and 
toeir  love  to  their  parents  and  the  couple's  emotional  fatigue. 


M&rtin  and  Gracia  Burnham 
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AmHIIc  trial  Jt^manded 

WUiiiR  China  (BP)  —  A  Chppwe  Ghriaijlap  leader  who 
half  hr  ececutioaglB  Janiiary  wants  hfe  retrial  to  be 

coridradSim  |nd>lk  tftis  Itee,  according  to  sources  close  to 
the  cesA^^  Going  Shei^BM^  leader  of  the  South  Otina 
“f**  sentenced death  after  a  secret  trial  in 
nirrinl||rtirifnrr  a  court  inWuhafi,  China.  The  charges:  rape 
and  opiialing  an  "evil  cult  to  undermine  law  enforcement." 
Gon^«ippoiters  oenlend  the  Chinese  gpvetranent  is  uring 
bnj^u  tridbie,  false  <harges»dnd  dham  trials  to  crad:  down  on 
16  "sedir  die  fcovanineal  has  decided  to  ■upnmw.  The 


Falun 


dant  Li  lling,  also  sentenced  to  death  widr  a  two-year  delay, 
were  giiiitBd  a  reprieve  and  letriaL  Also  granted  retrial  were 
14  other  teembers  of  the  groag),  had  received  prison  terms 

rangbig  from  two  to  20  years.  This  tune,  the  Chiiroans  report- 
edfy  have  a  15-member  Chinese  defers  team.  They  wul  be 
convicted  again,  sources  expect,  since  guilty  verdkte  usualW 
are  a  foregone  conclusion  in  Chinese  courts,  but  their  defend¬ 
ers  hope  mey  will  receive  reduced  prison  terms. 

Visitors  allowed  to  see  Gong  in  prison  in  early  March  said 
die  cu^  on  his  wrists  and  legs  "were  so  tight,  and  had  bcOT 
on  so  Icmg,  that  you  could  seebones,"  a  source  reported.  "His 
whole  face  was  bruised  and  swollen,  and  his  mouth  and  lips 
were  bndeen.  He  was  in  tremendous  hunger."  Female  churai 
members  who  signed  statements  that  mey  were  sexually 
assaulted  by  Gong  were  tortured  and  psychologically  trau¬ 
matized  while  in  custody,  the  source  added.  "That  accusation 
is  completely  false,"  he  said.  "These  girls  are  so  confused 
they  don't  even  know  their  own  names,  and  the  most  private 
parts  of  their  bodies  are  blistered  and  bloody;  the  skin  has 
been  bum^  away  with  electric  batons."  Several  recanted 
their  testimony  against  Gong  after  the  first  trial  and  claimed 
they  had  been  pressured  to  accuse  him,  according  to  letters 
sent  to  the  West.  The  South  Ch^  Church,  started  by  Gong 
more  than  a  decade  ago  in  Hubei  province,  is  relatively  small 
compared  to  other  Christian  house  church  groups  that  count 
millions  of  followers  each.  The  South  China  Church  report- 
edly  has  about  100,000  believers  in  10  provinces.  _ 


Mississippi  College  officials  seek  to  explain  the  dicing  of  Clarke 
College  in  Newton  to  faculty  and  students  on  March  25.  Clarke  students 
were  told  in  a  letter  last  summer  that  accreditation  had  been  lost  from  the 
Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Schtx>ls. 


Jackson-based  Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary  celebrates  its  40th  anniver¬ 
sary.  The  seminary,  which  operates  22  centers  in  every  sex  tion  of  the  state, 
is  owned  by  National  and  Southern  Baptists  in  Missi.ssippi,  and  exists  pri¬ 
marily  to  offer  theological  education  to  black  ministers  and  lay  persons. 


A  letter  written  to  The  Baptist  Record  and  signed  "An  Exiled 
Mississippian,"  state's:  "I  dont  always  agree  with  everything  you  have  in 
the  Record,  but...  I  have  never  sevn  anything  fn>m  your  pen  or  in  the 
Record  that  even  smelliHl  like  Mtxlernism." 


Tm  Bm’VIM  Rhoku 


Pickering:  Faith  not  weakened  by  rejection 


AB  announces 
merging  of 
key  ministries 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  W 
Southern  Baptist  Convention's 
Annuity  Board  (AB)  will  com¬ 
bine  two  key  ministries  for 
needy  retirees,  the  Supple¬ 
mental  Assistance  and  Adopt 
An  Annuitant  progTc^,  effec¬ 
tive  April  1.  The  unified  relief 
.program  will  nxxlify  the  eligi¬ 
bility  guidelines  to  allow  more 
retirees  to  cpilify  for  benefits, 
board  officials  said  in  their 
March  27  announcement 

Additionally,  many  Adopt 
An  Annuitant  recipients  will 
now  qualify  for  more  than 
twice  the  benefit  they  have 
been  receiving.  Formerly,  quali¬ 
fied  individuals  or  couples 
could  receive  $75  a  month 
through  the  Adopt  An  Annuitant 
program.  The  Supplemental 
Assistance  program  primarily 
targeted  more  needy  individu¬ 
als  and  'provided  $200  per 
nxjnth  for  individuals  and  $265 
for  married  couples. 

Under  the  new  combined 
program,  ^11  qualifying  per¬ 
sons  may  receive  $200  if  sin- 

fle  or  $265  if  married.  About 
,0(X)  individuals  or  couples 
are  currently  receiving  assis¬ 
tance  each  month. 

For  more  information 
about  the  Adopt  An  Annuitant 
ministry  and  how  to  get 
involved,  call  the  Annuity 
Board  at  (800)  262-0511  or 
send  e-mail  requests  to 
adopt«absbc.org. 


WASHINGTDN  (BP)  —  His 
"faith  has  not  been  weakened," 
and  he  will  not  withdraw  his 
name  as  a  nominee  for  a  feder¬ 
al  appeals  court - 

Eosition,  U.S. 

district  judge 
Charles 
Pickering  of 
Laurel  says. 

The  10 
Democrats  on 
the  U.S.  Senate 
judiciary 
Committee 
voted  gainst 
sending  Rcker- 
ing's  nomina¬ 
tion  to  the 
Senate  floor. 

The  10-9  vote 
came  after  orga¬ 
nizations  such 
as  People  for  the 
American  Way,  Charles 

the  NAACP, 
and  the  National  Abortion  and 
Reproductive  Rights  Action 
League  attacked  the  judge's 
record  on  civil  rights,  as  wen  as 
his  views  on  abortion  rights  and 
church-state  separation. 

Supporters  of  his  confirmation, 
however,  charged  the  opposi¬ 
tion  campaign  was  based  on 
distortions  of  Pickering's  judi¬ 
cial  record,  his  religion,  and  his 
stance  on  abortion. 

The  White  House  has  asked 
Pickering  not  to  remove  his  name 
from  consideration  for  the  Fifth 
U.S.  Circuit  Court  of  Appteal^ 
said  his  son,  U.S.  Congr^map 
Chip  Pickering  (R-Miss). 


Charles  Pickering 


Because  of  his  status  as  if 
judicial  nominee,  Charles 
Pickering  declined  an  interview 
request  from  Baptist  Press  but 
provided  a 
written  state¬ 
ment  prepared 
after  the  com¬ 
mittee  action. 

"Although  I 
am  disappoint¬ 
ed,  1  am  in 
good  spirits," 
Charles 
Pickering  said 
in  the  March  14 
statement.  "I 
will  not  let 
what  has  hap¬ 
pened  to  me 
during  this 
process  embit¬ 
ter  me  or  shape 
the  balance  of 
ickering  my  life.  Life  is 

too  precious. 

"1  am  extremely  disturbed 
that  judicial  confirmation  has 
degenerated  into  such  a  bitter 
and  mean-spirited  process.  1 
sincerely  hope  that  no  other 
nominee  has  to  go  thro^h 
what  has  happened  to  me.  Tne 
price  of  public  serv'ice  should 
not  be  so  nigh. 

"1  am  touched  and  humbled 
that  those  who  know  me  best, 
my  friends  and  neighbors  in 
Mississippi,  both  African- 
American  and  white,  both 
Democrat  and  Republican, 
have  ck?fended  my  record  in 
such  a  gracious  and  magnani¬ 
mous  wav,"  he  said. 


Charles  lackering  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  Church,  uiurel,  and 
served  two  years  in  the  mid- 
1980s  as  president  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

He  was  a  member  of  the 
Peace  Committee  that  was 
established  in  1985  to  address 
issues  related  to  the  controver- 
^  at  that  time  in  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

Meanwhile,  in  Chip 
Pickerinc's  mind,  the  irony  was 
inescapable  as  he  witnessed  the 
U.S.  Senate  judiciary 
Committee  reject  his  father  ^s 
nomination  for  a  federal 
appeals  court  judgeship. 

"The  reality  is,  not  one  mem¬ 
ber  on  that  com¬ 
mittee  risked 
his  life  and 
career  for  the 
voting  rights  of 
African 
Americans," 
said  Chip 

Pickerir^.  "My 
father's  nfe  was 
threatened.  His 
family's  safety 
was  threatened. 

He  lost  his  next 
political  race. 

"Not  one 
member  of  that 
committee ...  has 
demonstrated 
the  commitment 
to  bring  better  Chip  I 

race  relations 


Chip  Pickering 


Chip  Pickerii^  was  a  youth 
worker  and  language  student 
with  the  SBC  International 
Mission  Board  in  communist- 
controlled  Hungary  for  16 
months  in  1987  and  ‘w. 

Chip  Pickering  sat  through 
the  four  hours  of  discussion 
and  voting  by  the  committee  on 
the  day  his  father  was  rejected. 

"It  was  very  difficult  to  sit 
there  and  hear  distortions,  mis- 
characterizations,  just  com¬ 
pletely  and  simply  false  state¬ 
ments  concemi^  nw  father 
and  his  record,"  Qnip  Pickering 
said  in  an  interview  with 
Baptist  Press.  "That  part  was 
dimcult.  At  the  same  time,  the 
statements  of 
support,  the 
statements  that 
clarified  the 
record  and 
defended  both 
his  qualifica¬ 
tions  and  his 
character  were 
affirming. 

"1  think  the 
real  basis  for 
opposition  to 
my  father  came 
from  the  abor¬ 
tion  ^uf)s  and 
the  People  for 
the  American 
Way,"  Chip 
Pickering  said, 
kering  "They  are,  and 

have  demon- 


and  racial  reconciliation  to  their  strated  a  record  of  being,  in  opptv 
communities  and  state  (that)  my  sition  to  nominees  who  nave 
father  has."  strong  religious  backgrounds." 


Christians  targeted,  former  Pakistan  pastor  says 


TERRORIST  CARNAGE 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —  The  former 
p^astor  of  the  Protestant  International 
Church  (PIC)  in  Islamabad,  Pakistan,  said 
he  believes  Islamic  militants  targeted  the 
Christian  congregation  for  a  deadly 
grenade  attack  on  March  17. 

"I  do  believe  evangelical  Christians 
were  targeted,"  said  jim  Killgore,  former 
PIC  pastor.  Five  worshipers  were  killed 
and  more  than -45  injured,  including 
some  Southern  Baptists,  when  a  terrorist 
hurled  two  grenades  into  the  sanctuary 
during  a  worship  service. 

Killgore,  president  and  chief  executive 
officer  of  Advancing  Churches  in  Missions 
Commitment,  served  as  pastor  of  PIC  for 
five  years.  He  previously 
served  as  missions  pastor  at 
the  First  Church,  Atlanta, 
from  1981-85. 

"It's  important  to  note  the 
distinction  between  funda¬ 
mentalists  and  Muslims,"  he 
said.  "The  vast  majority  of 
Muslims  will  look  at  what 
happened  and  decry  it. 
However,  Christians,  by 
Pakistan's  constitution,  do 
not  have  the  same  rights  as 
Muslims.  It's  an  Islamic 
republic  and  Muslims  win." 

In  the  hours  following  the 
blast,  Killgore  said  he 
received  numerous  e-mails 

- and  telephone  messages 

Rakastani  offi-  from  church  gaembers  vmo 


cials  walk  through  debris  left  after  a  terrorist  witnessed  the  attack. 


hurled  a  grenade  into  the'  sanctuary  of 
Protestant  International  Church  in  Islamabad. 
(Photo  by  Agence  France-Presse) 


"That  morning,  several 
church  members  said  they 
noticed  that  security  at  the 


church  was  strangely  lax,"  Killgore  told 
Baptist  Press.  "After  the  events  of  Sept.  11,  the 
security  around  PIC  had  been  beefed  up." 

The  church  is  located  next  to  the 
Chinese  embassy  and  a  local  police  station. 

Killgore,  45,  said  church  members  are 
still  "very  much  in  shock." 

"People  are  dealing  with  post-traumatic 
stress,"  he  said.  "One...  couple  told  me  they 
are  afraid  to  sleep.  They  still  smell  the  smoke, 
hear  the  explosion,  and  see  the  blood." 

Killgore  learned  of  the  attack  as  he  was 
meparing  to  attend  church  with  his  wife, 
Grace,  and  their  daughter,  Kristen. 

"It  riveted  our  attention,"  Killgore  said. 
"We  saw  the  pictures  and  knew  the  faces  of 
the  people  coming  out  of  the  church.  We 
dr^pea  to  our  knees  to  pray." 

PiC  has  an  active  role  in  tne  community, 
reaching  out  to  refugees  and  providing 
clothing  and  feeding  ministries. 

"The  purpose  of  the  church  was  to 
reach  people,"  he  said.  "There  were  p>eo-- 
pie  in  church  that  day  who  were  non¬ 
believers  and  a  number  of  the  injured 
were  non  believers." 

Danny  Mulkey  worshiped  for  more  than 
two  months  at  the  PIC  while  waitirre  for 
American  foreign  aid  workers  Dayna  ^rry 
and  Heather  Mercer  to  be  set  free  from  then- 
captivity  in  neighboring  Afghanistan. 

"Some  of  those  folks  1  spent  quite  a  bit  of 
time  with,"  Mulkey  said.  He  was  dis¬ 
patched  to  Pakistan  last  September  by 
Antioch  Community  Churcn  in  Waco, 
Texas,  where  he  is  associate  pastor  and 
from  which  Curry  and  Mercer  ventured 
out  to  minister  among  the  Afghan  oeonle. 


worshiped 
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while  awaiting  any  word  of  her  daughter's 
release  by  the  Taliban  and  later  awaiting 
word  of  her  daughter's  safety  amid  the  U.^ 
military  campaign  against  the  Taliban. 

Among  the  rush  of  concerns  Mulkey  felt 
after  hearing  of  the  attack  was  the  key 
Pakistani  lay  leader  of  the  church,  who  sufr 
fered  several  leg  injuries  and  may  face 
amputations. 

The  man  is  "a  very  strong  believer...  a 
very  compassionate  person  ...  genuinely 
gracious,"^  who  holds  the  academic  creden¬ 
tials  of  a  FTi.D.  in  chemistry  and  teaches  at 
a  local  university,  Mulkev  said. 

"Pray  for  the  folks  there.  They're  pre¬ 
cious  people...  very  pure-hearted, ''/he  said. 
After  a  time  of  grief  and  regrouping,  he  pre¬ 
dicted,  "I  know  that  they 'Upkeep  going. ' 

The  number  of  worshipers  ranged 
from  35-60  at  the  church,  and  Mulkey 
often  preached  on  Sundays  and  led  com¬ 
munion  from  early  last  ^ptember  until 
nearly  Thanksgiving,  because  the  previ¬ 
ous  pastor  along  with  many  members 
who  were  in  diplomatic  or  religious 
work  had  left  the  country  amid  rising 
international  tensions  after  the  Sept.  11 
terrorist  attacks  on  New  York  City  and 
Washington,  D.C. 

The  ^urch  owns  its  own  building  and 
has  a  strong  ministry  to  the  pioor,  Mmlkey 
said,  reflecting  that  the  last  Sunday  he 
preached  there  was  an  international  day  of 
pr^er  for  the  persecuted  church. 

Former  pastor  Killgore  said  he  believes 
the  church  will  continue  that  mission. 

"They  were  singing  the  song,  'TTiis  is 
Holy  Ground'  when  the  attack  happened," 
he  said.  "I  believe  they  will  continue  to  be 
a  people  of  faith  and  will  rebuild." 
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Texas  pastor 
picked  for  TV 
Baptist  Hour 

FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP) 
—  Jacic  Graham,  pastor  of 
Prestonwood  Church  in  sub¬ 
urban  Dallas  and  a  candidate 
for  president  of  the  Southern 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


Baptist  Convention  (SBQ ,  has 
been  named  as  the  new 
^aker  for  Family  Net 
Television's  The  Baptist  Hour 
prtwram,  effective  /wl  4. 

me  weekly  shoiinErihe  part 
11  years  featiaed  Frarik 
Polland,  who  rethed  * 
December  as  pastor  of  Fwt 
Church,  iackson,  and  his  rgltt- 
ed  broadcast  ministry.  Nfst 


Church,  jackson,  will  contimie 
a  w^ly  program  on 
FamilyNet  called  Victory  In 
jesus. 

Pollard's  preaching  role  on 
the  radio  version  of  The 
Baptist  Hour  has  been 
assumed  by  Robert  E. 
Reccord,  president  of  the 
North  American  Mission 
Board  in  Atlanta. 

The  Baptist  Hour  airs  on 
FamilyNet  Television 

Thursdays  at  7  a.m.  and 
Sundays  at  2  and  8  p.m.  ET.  A 
new  Internet  website, 
www.baptisthour.com,  will 
feature  a  streaming-audio  ver¬ 
sion  of  the  radio  program, 
links,  and  other  resources. 


"20s  SWBTS  grad  still  praising  Lord  at  age  99 


he  helped  construction  crews  build.  He 
also  did  not  recognize  much  of  the  city 
around  the  campus. 

"There  were  streetcars  when  I  was  in 
school,  and  the  seminary  was  the  ternyr* 
nal.  They  had  to  turn  around  and  go 
back.  That's  all  we  had.  You  had  to  catch 
it  here  and  go  to  the  steel  mills,  and  then 
you  had  to  catch  another  one  and  go  to 
town,"  he  recalled. 


FORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  He's  older  Du( 
k  that  many  than  his  seminary  alma  mater.  In  fact,  semin 
?  state  is  try-  when  Southwestern  Seminary  began  in  betwe 
ig,  harm  us,  1908,  Ray  Duckworth  was  already  a  young  Wome 
putting  up  boy.  With  his  100th  birthday  oh  April  2,  Hall  f( 
itning"  stop  Duckworth  can  look  back  at  how  his  life  dents 
1  is  that  they  and  the  seminary's  have  intertwined  Tht 
us,  bless  us,  throughout  much  of  the  20th  century.  Centei 

e  don't  pay  Duckworth,  who  earned  a  diploma  in  lined  I 
religious  education  in  1925  and  a  bachelor  no  ma 
listened  to  a  of  sacred  music  in  1931,  answered  God's  man  ii 
complaining  call  to  ministry  at  Texas  Baptists'  Palacios  didn't 
imandments.  Baptist  Encampment  in  the  early  1920s  steam 
ig  deal  out  of  during  the  Southern  Baptist  Con\  ention's 
)f  them  wete  $75  million  fundraising  campaign, 
i,  "Don't  ..."  "Calling  Out  the  Called."  He  had  no  incli- 
lot..."  -  they  nation  to  go  to  seminary  until  a 
Southwestern  student  came  to  First  Church 
at  the  thav-  in  Beaumont,  Texas,  where  Duckw  orth  ti>ld 
its  stop  signs  the  student  he  didn't  know  what  to  do 
yent  us  from  about  his  call.  The  student  told  him  to 
t  have  to  pay  come  to  seminary  "to  find  out  what  the 
We  can  go  Lord  wants  you  to  do." 
vhatever  we  In  1923  Duckworth  enrolled  in 
n  appear,  for  Southwestern's  school  of  religious  etlucation.  the  tri 
et  by  with  it.  His  professors  included  T.B.  Maston,  J.M. 
run  the  stop  Price,  and  L.R.  Scarborough.  Returning  to  the 
ore  time  and  campus  for  the  first  time  nearly  80  years  later, 
to  ourselves  Duckworth  admitted  to  being  impressed, 
lebody  else.  "I'm  amazed.  I'm  astoni^ed.  I'm  lost.  I 
iTonder  wlw  just  can't  believe  it,"  he  said.  pus, 

m  to  me."  He  Duckworth's  classmates  included  a  not 

every  comer  "very  intense"  Robert  Naylor,  who  30  years  Cowden 
ling  us.  We  later  became  the  seminary's  fifth  president. 


Baptist  A 

Student  Union  meet- 
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On  a  tour  cam- 
Duckworth  did 

recognize  SINGERS  MEET  —  In  this  undated  photo,  Ray  Duckworth  (right) 
Hall,  the  talks  with  George  Beverly  Shea  (center)  and  Ray  Floyd,  minister  of 
music  school  building  music  at  First  Church,  Windermere,  near  Orlando,  Fla.  (BP  photo) 
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Names  in  the  News 


Pressler  to  be 
nominated  for 
5BC  post 

NASHVIl.lt,  Ti'nn.  (BP)  — 
Ki'tirod  Ti'xas  appeals  court 
judge  f’aul  Pressk'r  will  Ik*  nom- 
inati'd  lor  first  \  icc’  president  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
(SBC')  during  the  SBC's  annual 
mcvting  in  M.  Louis. 

Pressler,  a  leader  in  the 
conservative  resurgence  that 
returned  the  SBC  to  its  Bible- 
based  roots,  will  be  nominated 
by  Richard  Land,  president  of 
the  SBC's  Lthics  &  Religious 
Liberty  Commission. 

Pressler  is  a  native  of 
Houston  where  he  lives  with 
his  wife  of  more  than  40  years. 
They  have  three  children  and 
seven  grandchildren. 


Homecomings 

Bond  Church,  Neshoba 
Coun^.  April  28;  11  a.m.; 
Mike  Smith,  message. 

Kreole  Avenue,  Moss  Point: 

April  14;  worship,  10:45;  din¬ 
ner  on  the  grounds;  Paradise 
to  sing  following  lunch;  Joe 
Blackwell  will  deliver  the 
morning  message. 


t'f 


Spence,  Dunn,  and  Nations 


Shivers  Church,  Shivers, 
ordained  jcrhn  Spence  and 
Jimmy  Nations  as  deacons  on 
March  3.  The  church  has  recent¬ 
ly  called  Randy  Dunn  of 
McComb  as  pastor.  Pictured 
(from  left)  are  Spence,  Dunn, 
and  Nations. 


Enon  Church,  Batesville, 
recently  held  deacon  ordination 
services  for  William  Fhomas 
Hudson,  David  L.  Colson,  Albert 
"Bubba"  Gray,  and  Jefferson  Burl 
Pollock.  Pictured  (fnrm  left)  are 
Hudson;  Colson;  James  E.  Clutter, 
pastor;  Gray;  and  Polkxrk. 


Hudson,  Colson,  Clutter,  Gray,  and  Pollock 


First  Church,  Vancleave, 

held  a  commissioning  service 
and  farewell  reception  on  Feb. 
3  for  Jeff  Smith,  minister  of 
education,  and  his  wife  Judy,  as 
they  leave  for  foreign  mission 
serv’ice.  Pictured  (from  left)  are 
Jeff,  Nolan,  Judy,  Lydia,  and 
Leah  Smith. 


congregations 
in  northeast 
M  ississippi; 
Rivio  "RiK'ky" 
T/.ib,  pastor  of 
the  mission  in 
I’ontotoc  and 
preacher  of  the 
ordination  .ser- 
nH>n;  Irev  ino; 
JiH*  Young, 
pastor  of 
C  a  1  V  a  r  y 
Chur  c  h  , 
P  a  r  c  h  m  a  n  , 
and  a  new 
m  i  s  s  i  n  , 
Maravilloso 
Salvador  in 
Cleveland. 


The  Smiths 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 

Southeastern  Bus  Co. 
Clinton,  MS 
1-800-423-9826 
1-601-924-1982 


Martin  Northern 

800-466-3007 

PO  Box  i:i02 

SOI-3164100 

Benhin.  AR  T'KIIR-I.KU  Fax  .9)1-316-3110 

^r'-i  rn^ 

infomijition  on  the  Firot 

>.*  *  ■  •  ,  '  ■« 

jn  InvrAtm^rtt  Co^p. 

Alexander,  Tzib,  Trevino,  and  Young 


Faustino  (Tino)  Trevino  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  on 
Feb.  23  at  Calvary  Chapel, 
Parchman.  He  serves  Hispanic 
missions  at  Sunflower,  a  mis¬ 
sion  of  Calvary,  Parchman,  and 
the  Primera  Mision  Bautista  de 
Panola  of  Batesville,  sponsored 
by  the  Sardis  Lake  Church. 
Trevino  surrendered  to  the 
ministry  in  1999  and  attei^s 
seminary  extension  in 

Batesville.  Pictured  (from  left) 
are  David  Alexander,  language 
missions  specialist  mr 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  and  pastor  of  J-JLspanic 


GREir  NRTION  INVESTMENT  CONP. 
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FIRST  MORTGAGE  CHURCH  BONDS 
EARN  UP  TO:  9% 


IheM'  Kh>J>  mas  Iv  phnwl  in  a  IRA 

rram»h*n*  ami  rolh»St9x  in  most  cast's 


Interest  Payable  Quarterly 

Thxr*  anmnins.vnH*nt  i>  ntMlbiT  an  o1f»*r  U»  seW 
ni>r  a  M>licitatH>n  t»l  an  offer  to  buv  All  offt'iN 
are  m4ide  by  propeetus  lmiIv. 

fiNERT  NRTION  INVESTMENT  CONP. 

5408-A  Bell  •  Amarillo  TX  79109 
Member  NASD,  SIPC 

hif  miMr  (ompki«'  tnhKnviitMtn  ahiHit  ImhhI  ismm's. 
otRain  a  jkosjmi  Itts  whii  h  (k'M  rilics  all  ot  the 
lilars  i»t  th<'  Liixh'flakinK  Ke.Hi  it  <  att'fulK 
V1HJ  in\i*sl  »K  Mfxl  nxHX'v.  All  lioocK  are 
Dtleietl  at  i.K  e  v.ilut*.  t  to  .wailabilitv. 


Juda  Roberts  was  installed  and  Dorman  Dansby  was  ordained  as 
deacons  at  Salem  Church,  Raymond.  A  rc'ception  was  held  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  following  the  service.  Pictured  (from  left)  are  Roberts; 
Rusty  Bird,  pastor;  and  Dansby. 


Look  at  the 
big  picture. 

Baptist,  we're  committed  to 
providing  a  full  range  of  health  care 
services.  So,  whether  you're  seeking 
care  for  your  child's  skinned  knees  or 
your  grandmother's  blocked  arteries,  t 

.  the  picture  is  clear.  ■!  1 


1-800-948-6262 
aamsT  hialth  uni 

WBgWBi»d  Hunm 


www.mbhs.org 


Till.  B.-vriist  Ricord- 
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Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 

Kosciusko 


.  Cost:  $4 
Bring  a  sack  lunch. 
(Drink  will  be  provided.) 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


f  ^m-  lK 

1 

1 

M^Hthcw  10:27  NAS 


Who  Care 


May  24r27,  2002 

Patterson  Place  Lodge 
Camp  Garaywa 


licuislci  I  .Mix'  1)1  M)l  l\l  :  MMill  12 

(  omc  .111(1  iiiccl  dill  iiiissidii.il  It'S 


For  more  info,  call  Men’s  Ministry  Department, 

1  (800)  748-1651  or  in  Jackson,  (601 )  292-3335. 


Join  us  and  the  women  of  Seventh  Baptist  Church, 
Baltimore,  Md.,  for  this  celebration  experience! 

•  Witnessing  Helps 
•  Music 

•  Bible  Study 

•  Soul  Stirring 
•  And  more! 


Preaching  & 
Worship 
Conference 


i'ii -^1  r)d|.  'li^l 

Tik  .\| 

C  1lllU  ll 

Hr 

pi'il  V' 

Featured  Pre<?enter^: 

Dill  Hardin  &  bill  Clark 

For  more  info,  call  the  Church  Administraiion  -  Pastoral  Ministries  Department 
at  1  (8(M))  748-1651  or  in  Jackson.  (601 )  292-3305. 
or  E-mail  kmcdonnell®  mbcb.org 


Sisters  Who  Care  Retreat 

REGISTRATION  FORM 

Name _ Phone - 

Address _  .  - - - 

Association/County _ ^ - - - 

Church  _ _ _ _ 

Patterson  Place  Lodge:  check  number  per  room 

(double  rooms  with  queen  beds)  (list  roomate’s  names  below) 

_ 2  @  $30  per  person  _  _ 

_ 3  @  $25  per  person  _  _ : - 

_ 4  @  $20  per  person  _  _ 


Total  P.P.  lodging  enclosed  = _ 

Meals:  (with  or  without  lodging)  p.  ii; 

_ @  $7  Dinner  (each)  = _  L/0aQlin0 

_ @  $5  Breakfast  (each)  = _ 

_ @  $6  Lunch  (each)  =  _  _  IS 

Total  meals  =  _ .  -  ^  — 

Total  lodging  = _ ..  May  1  / 

Total  amount  enclosed:  $  _ _  _ 

MAIL  TO:  WMU  -  SISTERS.  PO  BOX  530,  JACKSON  MS  39205-0530 


FBC,  ^^cksbu^g,  601-636-2493 

IXiesday,  April  30,  2002 
9  a.m.-4  p.m. 

$Spayable  at  registration 

. - . --  Cliff  Harris 

Cliff  Harris,  Christian  Action  Conunission,  Dallas,  Tex. 
Mask:  Becky  Brown,  Utica,  Miss. 


Spring  Flinq 

Special  Ministrg  Adults 


1 0  om  -  3  p.m.  •  Comp  Garaywa 


9:00a.iiL 
9:30  ajn. 


10:30  a.iiL 

llHWajn. 


12:00  p.iiL 
1:30  pjn. 


2:30  pjn. 

3:30  p.m-  • 


R^utratkn 

^irnrion  I . Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 

Mask . Bedcy  Brown 

‘X!!oniibining  Younger  Seniors  In  Ministry” . Cliff  Harris 

Break . Refteshments  provided  by 

Mississippi  Baptist  Foundation 

Scaskmll 

Musk . Becky  Brown 

Mission  Ideas . Toni  l^^mberely,  NOBTS,  New  Orleans 

‘Tiow  to  Mimsta*  to  Younger  Seniors” . Cliff  Harris 

Lunch . Lunch  is  on  your  own 

Session  in 

Disco  Duck . Chaiies  Martindale 

Ministo’  with  Senior  Adults,  FBC,  West  Monroe,  La. 
Resources  for  Youngor  Seniors . Glenn  Shows,  MBCB 

ScsirionlV 

Musk . Becky  Brown 

*miristian  Ethics  on  Death” . Cliff  Harris,  Dallas 

Adjourn 


Cost  is  only  $12  per  person.  A  preregistration  fee 
of  $5  is  necessary  by  May  1 , 2002.  The  balance 
will  be  due  at  registration.  One  adult  counselor 
for  every  five  participants  of  the  same  sex  is 
required.  For  additional  information,  contact  the 
Sunday  School  Department,  1  (800)  748-1651. 


Bible  Study 


^ecreo 


at 


•  DISPLAYS •  BOOKSTORE  •HANDOUTS 

For  more  info  contact: 

Glenn  Shows,  Discipleship  and  Family  Ministry,  (601)  2^-3373  or  1  (800)  748-1651 


R 

EGISTRATION 

Church  name 

Phone 

Church  address 

'  "  CItv 

1  Person  comdetina  form  Phone  1 

Total  #  attending_ 

Total  prereqistration  fee  enclosed  S 

Please  mail  to: 

Sunday  School  Department 

PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 

International  Missions  Conference 
Celebrating  our  Kmeritus  Missionaries 

RicJgecrest,  N.C. 

July  27  -  August  2,  2002 

Bible  Study  Leader:  Robertson  McQuilkin 

Mississippi  WMU  is  sponsoring  a  bus  trip  to  the  last  International  Missions 
Conference  being  held  at  the  LifeWay  Ridgecrest  Conference  Center  in  North  Carolina. 
Our  bus  will  depart  from  Camp  Garaywa  on  July  26  and  return  on  August  3. 

Cost:  $605  (estimate) 

Cost  details  are  on  registration  form  which  is  available  from  the  Mississippi  WMU 
Office  at  1  (800)  748-1651,  ext.  316  or  E-mail:  nmason@mbcb.org  to  request  a  form. 

A  deposit  of  $75  is  due  by  May  24, 2002.  Final  payments,  cancellations,  and  substitu¬ 
tions  are  due  by  June  18,  2002. 

You  can  find  more  information  and  a  registration  form  under  EVENTS  on  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Web  site:  www.MBCB.org. 


We’re  loading  up  the  bus... are  you  going  to  be  on  it??? 


Witnessing 


Through  Media 


COPY  AND  FILL  IN  THIS  FORM  FOR  EACH  PERSON  ATTENDING  WTM  CONFERENCE 


MBIB  WORKSHOP 

MAY  3'4,  2002  •  Colonial  Heights  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

Name  _ 

Address  _ City _ State  _ Zip _ 

Office  Phone  _ Home  Phone _ 

Church  Name _ 

I  need  a  reservation  for  (#);  All  acttvities  on  Fnday  and  Saturday  S25  enclosed 

_ AH  activities  wrth  group  of  four  or  more  S20  each  ertctosed 

_ Fnday  Awards  Banquet  only  SiSerwIosed 

_ Saturday  Workshop  only  Si 5  erxtiosed 

Please  mark  the  workshops  you  will  attend.  This  information  is  needed  by  registration  deadlines  because  workshops 
will  be  limited  to  a  certain  number  of  people.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to  accommodate  any  adjustments. 

9:30  A.M.  CONFERENCES  (mark  one)  1 :30  P.M.  CONFERENCES  (mark  one) 

□  tluts  and  Bolts’  of  Camera  Operation  □  Sound  Advice 

a  The  Ministry  of  Media  and  Whaf  s  New  □  Advanced  Web  Site  Design 

a  Sound  Advice  □  Creative  Production 

□  How  to  Get  Started  on  the  Web  / 

Reservation  Deadline  ia  April  22, 2002  •  Full  refunds  prior  to  April  22, 2002.  No  refund  after  that  date. 

Make  checks  payable  to:  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
Mail  to:  Ian  Richardson,  VYTM,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205-0530 


For  more  info,  call  MBCB  Communication  Services,  1  (8(X))  748-1651  or  In  Jacksoh  (601)  292-3378. 


Mississippi  Baptist  ^W^OTsflil 

vYMPHONY 


For  more  information,  roaMict  the  MBCB  Church  Music  Department  at 
1  (800)  748-'^51  or  in  Jackson,  (601)  292-3267. 


ApriCZl 
TmmanueC^C 
Qrenada 
6  p.Ttu 


Reach  For 
Tool 


TAIOIIISM  TOOLS  TODI 


Leam  aboat  the  different  outreach 
tools  that  are  availahle  for  jonr  church! 

April  22  April  23  April  25 

.on^view  Hd^ts  BC  First  BC  Main  Street  BC 

OUve  Branch  StarkvUle  Hattiesburg 

All  conferences  are  from  7-9  p.m. 
and  will  feature  Round  Robin  sessions  covering: 


Super 

Summer 

2002 


Target  Audience: 

:hnrch  Leederahip!  pastors,  associate  pastors,  ministers 
if  education.  Sunday  School  directors,  Dlsclpleshlp 
Yalnlng  directors,  outreach  and  evangelism  directors 

Lgadershlo;  assoclatlonal  missions  directors, 
evangelism  directors,  Sunday  School  directors.  Dlsclpleshlp 
framing  directors 


No  Registration  •  No  Cost  •  No  Child  Care 

For  more  Information,  contact 
John  Clendlnnlng.  Sunday  School  Department 
Phone:  1  (800)  748-1651  or  (601)  968-3800  In  Jackson 
E-mail:  Jclendlnnlng@mbcb.org 


July  15-19 


•  Mav  17-  18,2002 
Camp  Garay  wa 


For  more  information  on  WMU  leadership  train¬ 
ing  please  contact  the  state  WMU  office  at 
1  (800)  748-1651,  or  in  Jackson  (601)  292-3323, 
or  E-mail  landerson  (imbcb.org. 


For  more  Info  contact:  Harvey  Ellis 
Dlsclpleshlp  and  Family  Ministry 
(601)  292-3286  or  1  (800)  748-1651 


Mississippi 

College 


Awards  Banquet  Speaker,  Maggie  Wade,  Coanchor,  WLBT 


The  Great  Expedition! 


Associational 

LeadershipTY-aining 

Special  Guest: 
Barbara  Joiner 


$  V  r  <  R 
SUMNtR 


iUip.  {oA....  April  5-1 8,  2002 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jacksori;  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  (601)  292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1  (800)  787-7729  (PRAY) 


1/  j/ow  yeUes/e  }fou  WiU  recede,  if  ^ou  houbt  you  Wdl  ho  Without. 

If  you  beUey/e.  you  Will  recca^c  Whatcx^cr  you  ask  for  in  f^rayer 

Matthew  21:22 

For  (1)  Young  Musicians' 
Evaluation,  FBC,  Clinton 
(CM);  (2)  Christian 

Performing  Arts  Festival  & 
Leaders  Lw,  Country  Woods 

BC,  Byram,  5th.  6th  (D&FM); 
(3)  Leaderdtip  Training 
Conference,  Gulfshore,  Pass 
Christian  (CIGM). 

For.  (1)  Young  Musicians' 
Festival,  Mississippi  College, 
Clinton  (CM);  (2)  Tresa  Carter 
k  a  military  chaplain  for  the 
Marines  at  Cherry  Point,  NC. 
Pray  that  she  will  fulfill  the 
vision  God  has  given  her  to 
hold  a  women's  conference 
that  would  unite  the  active 
duty  women  and  their  spous¬ 
es. 

» 

For:  (1)  Mississippi  Missions 

FesI  2002,  Mississippi  Delta 
(WMU);  (2)  Hainan,  China, 
has  over  2,401,000  children 
under  age  1 5.  Pray  for  God's 
unselfish  love  to  reach  these 
young  ones. 

For:  (1)  Bible  Drills,  FBC, 

Biloxi;  FBC,  Batesville 
(D&FM);  (2)  Stale  Minbtry 
Assistants'  (Secretaries) 
Conference,  Garaywa, 

Clinton,  8th  •  9th  (CAPM);  (3) 
North  Mississippi  Evangelism 
Conference,  Harrisburg  BC, 
Tupelo,  8th  •  9th  (Evan) 

Fon  (1)  Bible  Drills,  FBC, 
Greenwood;  FBC,  Brookhaven 
(D&FM);  (2)  The  Cagayan  De 
Oro  Evangelical  Ministers 
Association  of  the  Philippines 
composed  of  SO-f  pastors  of 
various  denominations,  met  in 
March  for  a  citywide  prayer 
conference.  Pray  that  this  city 
will  become  a  mission  force 
instead  of  a  mission  field. 

A  missionary  in  Uganda  went 
to  a  village  of  Karamojone 
people,  taking  hand-cranxed 
audio  cassette  players  and  - 
tapes  of  Bible  stones  set  to 
music  in  their  heart  language. 
Two  weeks  later,  everyone  in 
the  village  had  leameo  every 
sot».  Pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
willimplant  the  Word  of  God 
in  their  hearts. 

(1)  Bible  Drills,  FBC,  Tupelo; 
FBC,  Saltillo  (D&FM);  (2)  In 
early  December,  Baptists  in 
Argentina  commissioned  eight 
young  adults  as  international 
missionaries.  Seven  are  being 
sent  to  sensitive  areas  of  Asia 
and  Africa.  Thank  God  for  the 
willingness  of  these  eight 
Argentine  believers  to  obey 
Gm's  call  to  missions. 

For:  (1)  Bible  Drills,  FBC, 
Starkville;  FBC,  Louisville, 
(D&FM);  (2)  Hundreds  of  lay 
leaders  attended  leadership 
training  pra^erwaNdng,  and 
pioneer  evangelism  conwences 
in  Colombia.  Pray  that  they 
will  put  into  practice  what 
they  have  learned  as  they 
return  to  the  almost  inaccessi¬ 
ble  areas  where  they  live. 

For:  (1)  International  Mksions 
Training  Institute, 

Greenwood,  Starkville 
(Partnership);  (2)  Missksippi 
Missionaries  Fellowship 
Meeting,  Garaywa  (WMU); 

(3)  Bibw  Drills,  FBC,  Clinton; 
FBC,  Richland  (D&FM) 

For.  (1)  Cooperative  Program 
Day  (MSNXt  Emphasis);  (2) 
Praise  God,  a  member  of  the 
church  in  Kplogodome,  Benin, 
has  felt  calwd  to  be  the  pastor 
there!  He  has  already  shown 
himself  to  be  a  capable  leader 
and  an  excellent  counselor. 

Pray  that  C.  will  continue  to 
grow  in  wisdom  and  in  his 
understanding  of  God's  Word. 

For  (1)  Bible  Drills,  FBC, 
Meridian;  Petal-Harvey  K, 
Petal  (D&FM);  (2)  A  volunteer 
team  is  going  to  a  frontier 
country  to  lead  business  class¬ 
es  for  nationals.  Pray  for  God 
to  call  U.S.  businesi  leaders  to 
go  and  for  the  right  contacts. 
Pray  that  natkmals  will 
respond  to  the  Savior  through 
thcw  seminars. 

For:  (1)  Bible  Drilk,  FBC, 

Laurel  (D&FM);  (2)  Ask  Cod 
to  speak  throu^  representa¬ 
tives  in  the  U.S.  as  mey  share 
the  need  for  Palestinians  to 
hear  the  Good  News. 

Cod  told  Haggar  to  name  her 
son  Ishmael  %od  hears” 
(Genesis  16).  Even  though  thk 
ancestor  of  the  Arabs  was 
named  *Cod  hears,”  many 
Muslims  feel  that  God  does 
not  hear  or  answer  their 
prayers.  Pray  for  Muslims  to 
understand  that  God  hears 
them,  sees  them,  and  weeps 
over  them. 

For:  (1)  FAITH  Training,  FBC, 
Saltillo,  18th  •  20th  (S»;  (2) 
Chinese  Christian  leaders  are 
looking  to  the  needs  of  the 
world.  Some  of  the  large 
house  churcM  neftvoHts  are 
strategizing  la  take  the  gospel 
back  across  die  Silk  Road  to 
Jerusalem.  Ask  God  to  lead  as 
they  carry  the  gospel  to  other 
lands  of  spiritual  oaikness. 

- 

Prayerwalking  Day 

in  Your  Association 
Saturday,  April  27,  2002 

WMU  and  Men's  Ministry  Associational  Leadership  Teams  are  being  encouraged 
to  prayerwalk  in  and/or  prayerdrive  around  every  church  and  the  surrounding 
area  before  the  new  year.  Teams  will  want  to  invite  others  to  join  in  with  them. 

WHY  PRAYERWALK? 

•  Raises  awareness  of  lost  and  hurting  people 

•  Shows  the  needs  and  oppportunities  in  your  area 

•  Will  mobilize  and  energize  believers  to  evangelize  and 
minister  to  their  community 

EXPECT  THE  HOLY  SPIRIT  TO  HEIGHTEN  YOUR  PERCEPTION  AND  ENABLE 

YOU  TO  PRAY  WITH  POWER. 

SCHEDULE  SUGGESTION 

1 .  Decide  on  locations  and  number  of  groups. 

2.  Early  Saturday  morning  brief  with  groups  to  cover  basics,  including 
scriptures  and  "how  to"  instructions. 

3.  Prayerwalk/drive  for  the  designated  time. 

4.  Return  to  recap  and  report.  Discuss  and  decide  what  to  do 
with  your  information. 

YOU  CAN  BE  A  PART  IN  DEVELOPING  A  VISION  FOR  YOUR  CITY! 

For  more  into,  contact  the  WMU  at  1  (800i  748-1651,  or  in  lackson  i601  >292-3324. 


Baptist  Hymnals 

NEEDED  FOR  AFRICAN  SEMINARY 


The  only  seminary  in  Africa  offering  a  graduate  degree 
in  church  music  is  in  Ogbomosho,  Nigeria.  Currently,  most 
African  church  choirs  sing  only  the  melody  of  hymns  from 
memory,  for  they  have  only  the  words  without  music. 

Jimmy  McCaleb,  Church  Music  Department  consul¬ 
tant,  after  teaching  a  course  at  this  seminary,  has  a  burden 
to  provide  our  fellow  Baptist  musicians  in  Africa  with  5,(XX) 
COTies  of  the  1991  Baptist  Hymnal.  Their  choirs  could  then 
pr^laim  the  theology  of  our  Baptist  faith  in  beautiful  four- 
part  harmony!  As  of  August,  3,0(X)  hymnals  have  been 
given  and  ^t. 

You  can  help  with  a  financial  gift.  One  hymnal  is  $5. 

A  box  of  20  is  $100.  If  you  or  your  church  group  would 
like  to  participate  in  this  ministry,  please  call  jimmy 
McCaleb  at  (601)  292-3273, 1  (800)  748-1651  or  '  ^ 

E-mail  him  at  jmccaleb@mbcb.org. 

Checks  may  be  made  out  to  the  j 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
and  mailed  to: 

Jimmy  McCaleb 

MBCB 

P.O.  Box  530  j 

Jackson,  MS  39205  S 


n0173'F,T0T 


Order  online  and  s 


JUST  FOR  THE  RECORD 


Apple,  Blackburn,  Hodges,  and  Clendinning 


Hillcrest  Church,  New 
Albany,  recently  received  the 
Eagle  Award.  In  three  years,- 
the  Sunday  School  enroll¬ 
ment  went  from  456  to  958; 
average  attendance  from  263 
to  378;  worship  service  atten¬ 
dance  from  325  to  490;  num¬ 
ber  of  prospects  from  42  to 
291;  and  number  of  baptisms 


Riding  the 
lUind  orGod 

H  Personal  History  of  the  Vnoth  Heoioal  lllooemeot 


mind  of  God 


Rfuce  lllcitier 


Bruce  IGcluer 

Read  these  remarkable  stories 
of  God’s  power  at  work  in 
surprising  places  and  during 
an  extrodianary  time. 


from  9  to  99.  Pictured  (from 
left)  are  David  Apple, 
LifeWav  Christian  Resources; 
Jason  Blackburn,  minister  of 
education;  Gerald  Hodges, 
pastor;  and  John 

Clendinning,  consultant, 
Sunday  School  Department, 
Mississippi  Baptist 

Convention  Board. 


Marriage  Enrichment 

Conference  will  be  held  at 
Libertv  Church,  Flowtxxl,  April 
19121.  The  sessions  will  include 
Friday,  6-10  p.m^  Saturday,  8- 
niK)n;  and  Sunday  morning 
work  service.  Dale  and  Jena 
Ft)rehand  will  lead  the  confer¬ 
ence.  For  additional  information, 
call  the  church  at  (601 )  992-0345. 

Volunteers  (pictured)  of 
Mission  Service 
Corps  held  their 
annual  planning 
and  update  meet¬ 
ing  on  March  8-10 
at  Central  Hills 
Baptist  Retreat  in 
Kosciusko.  Wes 
and  Pauline 
Bashaw  were  the 
guest  speakers. 

Larry  and  Linda 
Tate,  state  coordi¬ 
nators  conducted 
the  meeting. 

Final  celebra¬ 
tion  for 

W  o  o  d  V  i  1  1  e 
Heights  Church, 
will  be  Sunday, 

April  14.  The 
church  is  selling  its  property 
at  1109  Cooper  Road,  Jackson. 
The  proceecis  from  the  sale  of 
the  property  w'ill  go  in  trust  to 
.Metro  Association.  At  some 
time  in  the  future  the  associa¬ 
tion  will  use  the  money  to 
begin  a  new  church.  The 
schedule  for  the  celebration  is 
Sunday  School,  9:15  a.m.; 
worship,  10:30  a.m.;  followed 
by  a  covered  dish  meal. 

Churches  in  the  Moselle 
area  are  gathering  for  an  area¬ 
wide  evangelistic  rally  in 
preparation  for  an  upcoming 


evangelistic  crusade.  May  5-8. 
The  service  starts  at  7  p.m. 
w'ith  combined  cKoir 
rehearsal  at  6  p.m.  Gary 
Bowlin,  Summit,  w'ill  be 

F (reaching.  The  music  evange- 
ist  will  Ih*  Randy  McLeod  of 
Houston  Church,  Laurel.  For 
additional  information,  call 
Hiram  Eaves  at  (601)  582-1187 
or  Valton  Douglas  at  (601) 
583-1459. 


Volunteers  of  Mission  Service  Corps 

Rolling  Creek  Church, 
Quitman,  w'ill  hold  a  memorial 
serx  ice  on  April  27  at  11  a.m. 

Mike  Soesbe  is  pastor.  For  addi¬ 
tional  information,  call  the 
church  at  (601 )  659-7401 .  * 


.j.  Check 

'rpr  US 

•r  out! 

churchesofmississippi.com 


It's  Fun!  Great  Workout 

Come  be  a  part  of  the  Healthier  Christian  Weekentdl 

Christian  Aerobic 
Resource  Workshop  2002 

"The  Leading  Edge...  A  Healthier,  Balanced  Body" 

Boot  Cafnp...Christian  Yoga.. .Step  and  Floor  Aerobics.. .Pilates 

Friciay,  May  3,  2002  5-10  p.m. 

Saturtday,  May  4,  2002  8-12:30 
First  Baptist  Church  -  Christian  Life  Center 
Jackson,  Mississippi 

Cost/Registration... 


4  weeks  prior  to  event 
3  weeks  prior  to  event 
1  to  2  weeks  prior  to  events 
At  the  door  ^ 


$99 

$109 

$119 

$130 


For  more  information  please  call  the  Christian  Life  Center  at 
(601)949-1945  or  1947 


A  luncheon  was  held 
recently  fnr  the  GAs  of  First 
('hurch.  Pecan  Grove  in 
Fllisville.  The  guest  spc*aker 
was  Michelle  Matthews,  a 
seminary  student  at 
Southwestern  Seminary. 
Pictured  (from  lc*ftl  are 
Savanna  Whc*eler,  Matthews, 
Hoix’  Padgett,  Lenzi  Wt*ems, 
and  Kaitlyn  McNeill.  Mary 
Everett  is  the  teacher.  Diana 
Brunet  is  the  assistant  teacher. 
Chris  Whcx^ler  is  pastor. 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet. 
Van  Winkle  and  steeples 

Church 
Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Toll  Free 

1-800-821-7263 


Ai’RII  4,  2(X)2 


—  Till-  B-yrrM  Rrc  ord 


Baptist  Colli ge  News 


Baldwyn;  Maria  Teel,  Red  Banks;  exhibit  can  be  viewed  during 
Tracy  Moser,  BSU  director;  (sec-  the  regular  cilery  hours,  1-4 
ond  row)  Cristy  Turner,  p.m.,  Mon.^ri.,  except  for 

Middleton,  Tenn.;  Jared  school  holidays.  For  additional 

^Patterson,  Belden;  Neil  information  and  to  schedule 

Shepherd,  Columbus;  Scott  special  appointments  or  group 

Nasn,  Blue  Mountain;  Amanda  tours,  call  (601)  318-6192. 
Cowart,  Oklahoma  Cit\^  Okla.; 

(back  row)  Chris  Roberts,  The  TranSouth  Conference 
Starkville;  Jeff  VSTilkerson,  Ripley;  recognized  Coach  Jack  Moser 
and  Josh  Butrick,  Summit.  Not  and  two  Blue  Mountain 
pictured;  Kent  Sh^herd,  Steens.  Collie  Lady  Toppers,  Andrea 
The  West  Virginia  team  (from  Phillips  and  Sheree  McDowell, 
left,  front  row)  are  Sandra  on  tW  2002  All-TranSouth 
nnsylvania  mission  team  Foster,  Meridian;  Heather  Awards  list.  Moser  ends  his 

Smith,  Ripley;  Lena  Plunk,  13th  season  after  leading  the 
Blue  Mountain  College  Florence,  Ala.;  Marsha  Price,  Lady  Toppers  to  a  16-13  overall 
Baptist  Student  Union  (BSU)  Baldwyn;  Windy  Merritt,  New  record  and  a  5-9  conference 
recently  hdd  the  commissioning  Albany;  Stephanie  Tisdale,  BSU  record  to  place  fifth  in  the 
service  the  students  partici-  program  <md  office  assistant;  league.  The^dy  Topers  were 
patirffi  on  the  sprii^  break  mis-  ^aoc  row)  Debra  Francis,  also  recognized  as  Champions 
»ons  teams.  One  team  will  per-  Defiance,  Ohio;  Kristy  Camp,  of  Character  by  ^e  TranSouth 
form  community  service  projects  Amory;  Allison  Bell,  Lake  Conference  earlier  this  year, 
in  Philadelphia, Pa.,  while  anotfi-  Village,  Ark.;  and  Anthony  Phillips,  a  senior  guard,  was 
er  team  will  head  to  Athens,  Adams,  Byhalia.  named  to  the  AlI-TranSouth 

^  Conference  Second  Team  for 
I  the  second 

I  Glenda  Phillips  of  Anderson, 
Ala.  McDowell,  a  freshman  for- 

^  ward,  was  named 

3  UH  Tran^uth  All-Freshman  Team, 

y  >  She  is  the  daughter  James 

and  Tammy  McDowell 

Jh  Belmont. 


William  Carey  College 
(WCC)  will  offer  the  Step- Ahead 
program  for  high  schtx)l  stu¬ 
dents  who  would  like  to  earn 
college  credit  for  high  schwi. 
Step-Ahead  is  a  concurrent 
enrollment  program  for  high 
schoc»l  juniors  and  seniors 
enrolled  in  selected  college  class¬ 
es  offered  at,  and  in  coowration 
with,  the  high  schtx)l.  Thmugh 
this  pmgram  students  can  earn 
up  to  15  transferable  college 
credits.  The  cost  is  $60  per  credit 
hour,  not  including  textbooks. 
For  additional  information,  con¬ 
tact  your  high  school  counselor 
or  WCC  at  (^1)  318-6103. 


Blue  Mountain  College  West  Virginia  mission  team 


on  tne 

Mississippi  College  (MC). 

Kilmichael,  Kilmichael:  Craig  Young,  director  of  bands, 
April  7-10;  Sunday,  Sunday  will  conduct  the  Symphonic 
School,  9:40  a.m.;  worship,  11  Winds.  James  Meaders,  assis- 
a.m.;  covered  dish  dinner,  notm;  tant  professor  of  music,  will 
and  worship,  7  p.m.;  Mon.-  conduct  the  Singers  and  the 
Wed.,  11:45  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Jay  Chorale.  Call  (601)  925-3439  for 
Richardson,  Greenville,  evange-  additional  information, 
list;  Andy  Cummings,  Grenada, 
music;  David  Bishop,  pastor. 

Society  Hill,  Oakvale;  April 
7-10;  7  p.m.;  Philip  Duncan, 
evangelist;  Beau  Parker,  music; 

Tommy  Broom,  pastor. 


First,  Ridgeland:  April  14-  First,  Magee:  April  14-17; 
17;  Sunday,  10  a.m.,  dinner  on  Sunday,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
the  grounds,  and  a  musical  pre-  dinner  on  the  grounds;  Mon.- 
sentation  God  For  Us  at  6  p.m.;  Wed.,  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  W.  A. 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  speakers  (Billy)  Smith,  Madison,  evan- 
will  be  Rob  Futtral,  Jackson,  gelist;  Tim  Hubbard,  Petal, 
Monday;  Rob  Boyd,  Clinton,  music;  Jerry  Sullivan,  pastor. 
Tuesday;  and  Jim  Futral, 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Hi^  Hill,  Philadelphia: 
Board,  WMnesday.  April /-lO;  Sund^,  6  p.m.;  Mon.- 

Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Guy  McGarity, 
Wheeler  Grove,  Corinth:  evangelist;  Welton  Madden, 
April  8-10;  7  p.m.  nightly;  Bob  music;  Sue  Ann  Walker,  pfahist, 
Pittman,  Memphis,  evangelist;  Ray  Files,  pastor. 

Kara  Blackard,  pastor. 

Walker  Hill,  Brandon: 

April  7-12;  Sunday,  10  a.m., 
ntHin  meal  followed  by  after¬ 
noon  service;  Mon.-Fri.,  7 
p.m.;  evangelists  are  Chris 
Thomas,  Sunday;  Judene 
Purser,  Monday;  Gary  Strelow, 

Tuesday;  Jim  *  Taylor, 

Wednesday;  Larry  Yarber, 

Thursday;  and  Don  Taylor, 

Friday;  Sandi  Sartor,  music; 

Ronnie  Purser,  pastor. 


MEADOWOOD  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

AMORY,  MI.SSISSIPPI 
Invites  Your  Indication  of  Interest  In 


General  Mortgage  Bonds 


1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 


Issue  I>ale:  April  2-S.  21102 
I  merest  Rales  Range 
from  VS.S'*  to  7..t5'» 


EARN 
UP  TO 


Bond  Maturity  Range  -  6  months  to  14  years.  Bonds  are  availaM*  in 
multiples  of  $250.  These  bonds  may  be  placed  in  self-directed 
retirement  accounts  in  most  cases. 

m.i  annimnci  mrnt  i.\  nfilhrr  <tn  offvr  nor  a  utln  iloliim  of  on  offrr  m  tm\  Thr  offrr  it  maj< 
h\  pmspri  lu\  onl\.  t  or  morr  in/ormulion  ohmit  this  hontt  iwur.  ohiam  a  proxprt  im.  wlut  li 
de!irrihe\  all  <4  the  parlii  ulur\  of  this  unjrntikinx.  Read  il  l  arrfullv  hrforr  yon  mtrti  or 
wnd  monry.  All  homh  arr  tarred  at  fare  mlue.  nuhjei  l  to  prior  fair. 


More  than  1 100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put  their 
faith  in  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive  insurance 
services  including  property,  general,  and  specific  liability, 
vehicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 
Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized  for 
your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 


For  Addition»t  tnformmtton  Contact: 

Ms.  Julia  Field 
At  the  church  office 
(662)  256-5616 
msJulia@tsixroads.net 


Are  your  seniors  bred  o( 
crawling  over  the 
HUMP^  The  aokibon  w 
a  15-pasaengervan 
with  an  ante,  raised  roof 


For  references  and  more 
information,  call  Mike  Brooks  at 
€01-420-0174  or  1-800-442-0290. 


VNfeUinglMi 

Associates, 


QtllMMi  Wn  I  BWMml  1-aa»«MB2 

BUSES'  VANS'  PEOPLE  MOVERS' 
wwwtrt.statevanbus.coni 
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LESS  MIXING  but  this  tribute  is  not  about  her 

because  she  knew  I  loved  her.  _ _ _ , 

Editor  This  tribute  is  about  Earl,  who  but  she  alwa^  recognized  Earl. 

Unfortunately,  over  the  past  may  not  have  known  that  I  He  was  the  smiling  face  she 
'ears  Doth  political  loved  him  too.  saw  when  she  awoke  and  the 

lave  used  federal  Earl  Kelly  married  my  moth-  loving  caress  she  felt  upon 
for  er  when  1  was  an  aduh.with  sleeping.  His  patience  amazed 
children  of  my  own.  They  trav-  us.  His  strength  sustained  us. 
^  eled  together,  spoke  at  churches  His  love  endured, 

of  that  at  the  together,  went  to  mission  fields  "And  now  adideth  faith, 
together,  entertained  together,  hope,  love,  these  three;  but  the 
and  laughed  together.  They  greatest  of  these  is  love."  1  Cor. 
were  in  love.  13:13. 1  love  you,  Earl. 

Time  passed  and  they  both  Robin  Rowden  Riggs 

grew  older  —  but  their  love  Watkinsville,  Ga. 

never  dimmed.  However,  as 
fate  would  have  it,  the  light 
began  to  dim  in  my  mother's  TILL  DEATH  PART 
mind.  The  horror  of 
Alzheimer's  gradually  stole  her 
memory  of  time,  places,  people, 
and  children.  We  all  watcned 
LOVE  NEVER  DIMMED  from  afar  as  jobs,  distance,  and 

children  kept  us  away. 

Editor.  Through  the  years  and  years 

My  mother  died  on  Feb.  28.  of  progression  of  this  " 

Her  name  was  Mariorie  death,^ 

Rowden  Kelly  and  1  loveo  her  i 
with  every  breath  of  my  body,  there  for  hei; 


Gradually,  her  recognition  of  faittifulness  to  tf  *  Lord  and 
me,  her  daughter,  soon  faded  draw  on  his  streng-n. 

■  ■  ^  ’  Most  of  you  who  read  this 

know  of  couples  who  need  to 
know  this  strgwth.  If  you  are  the 
ones  who  will  be  ministering  to 
diem  or  having  a  part  in  the 
memorial  service,  show  them 
Jesus,  for  he  is  the  only  way  we 
can  survive  these  times  ana  sea- 


several 
larties 

udgeship  ai  ^ 
lartisan  political  purposes, 
udge  (Charles)  Pickering  was 
surely  aware  (  '  ‘ 
time  ne  accepted  nomination. 
That  said,  1  question  the  exten¬ 
sive  coverage  given  his  nomi¬ 
nation  ana  the  subsequent 
"-^nate  commitee  hearings  and 
vote  in  The  Baptist  Record.  We 
need  less  mixing  of  politics 
and  religion,  not  more. 

Ed  Cole 
Starkville 


Letters  to 
THE  Editor 


REFUSING  GOD'S  WORD 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Editor:  Editor: 

As  a  minister,  some  of  the  I  read  with  interest  your  edi- 
tenderest  moments  I  have  seen  torial  concerning  the  Baptist 
have  been  that  of  an  aging  Faith  and  Message  (BFM),  and 
spouse  caring  for  and  coming  to  your  statement  about  being 
tne  point  of  saying  a  final  careful  not  to  make  the  BFM  a 
walking  farewell  during  the  memorial  creed.  The  Webster's 
Earl's  love  and  caring  service.  In  today's  world  of  min-  Dictionary  definition  of  creed  is 
never  wavered.  He  was  always  istry  within  die  family  and  keep-  "any  statement  of  belief  or 
there  for  hei;  ing  marriage  vows,  it  should  principles."  The  BFM  is  not  just 

■  ,  .  come  to  no  one's  surprise  that  a  ’'any  statement."  It  confirms 

minister  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  what  we  as  Baptists  believe  are 
should  keep  those  vows  "till  the  fundamentals  of  our  faith  in 
death  do  us  part."  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and  what 

I  was  able  to  see  firsthand  the  Bible  teaches  us  concerning 
the  tenderness  of  a  man  that  our  walk  with  Christ.  If  a  per- 
not  only  Mississippi  Baptists  son  refuses  to  sigri  a  statement 
know,  but  is  known  by  many  that  they  agree  with  the  BFM, 
throughout  the  Southern  they  are  actually  refusing  to 
Baptist  Convention.  Earl  Kelly  agree  with  what  God  says  in  his 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  veritication.  In  special  instances, 
rtame  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor's  discretion. 


Please  irrclude  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  corresporrdent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

per  ininimum  of  ten  words;  maxifTHim  of  fifty  vvotds. 

neiliaactadMitising.  Include  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  linber  in 
Mod  count  No  blind  ads.  ONLY  WRnTEN  AOS  ACCEPTfO. 


Letters  must  be  limiU'd  to  250 
wxxds.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


and  st'lf  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows  for 


ATTENTION 

cmployt'd.  Firwily  affordable  ht'alth  insur-  c  hurt  hcs  and  homes.  Stained 
arxe  call  (662)  'i68-  )4a2.  UnderwritttTi  Glassworks,  Inc.  (8(X))  W).5-2‘)70. 
by  the  Mega  Life  &  Health  Ins.  GriHip.  CROUPS  FOR  GREAT  PASSION  PLAY 
CORNERSTONE  FARMS,  INC.  offers  fMckagw  in  Eurt'ka  Springs,  Arkans.ts 
your  group  a  day  r)ut  for  fun  and  tel-  (with  tickets,  IcKlging,  recreation,  and 
lowship.  From  children  to  senior  citi-  mr'als),  srv  www.kellersreson.com  or 
z€?ns  grrHjps,  enjoy  a  day  of  fishing  in  call  (479)  2S  )-8418. 
farm  raised  catfish  inrnds.  For  more  BRANSON,  MO,  CONDO 


his  wife  of  23  years.  1  suppose  1  notice  in  last  week's  Baptist 
the  reason  it  touched  me  even  Record  that  Rivercrest 
more  is  the  fact  that  so  many  Fellowship  in  Jackson  has  called 
men  and  women  forsake  their  the  former  piastor's  wife  as  their 
vows  at  the  news  of  a  debilitat-  pastor.  That  is  their  privilege, 
ing  disease  that  will  eventually  but  1  agree  with  the  letter  of  Jim 
take  the  life  of  a  spouse.  Butler  stating,  "If  a  church 

How  can  a  man  endure  chooses  to  take  steps  that  are  not 
such?  It  was  only  through  the  consistent  with  b^ic  Southern 
mercy  of  Christ  and  the  renew-  Baptist  beliefs,  why  would  they 
ing  of  strength  that  Earl  Kelly  wish  to  be  called  Southern 
knew  would  comfort  him.  1  Baptists?"  and  "...Mississippi 
bless  the  Lord  for  men  and  Baptists  and  Metro  Associabon 
women  who  continue  their  are  also  free  jwt  to  have  fellow¬ 
ship  with  them  as  a  result  of 

- - - — - - — - 1  »l_  _ _ pp 


Corresponrlents  sIxKild  n^rain 
fnm}  personal  attar  ks.  Tht'  ttpin- 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  etii- 
tor  do  irot  m-t  essanlv  retier  t  the 
views  ol  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Con\ention  Board. 


Smoke- 

info  call  Ri>gef  )on««.  in  Anguilla  at  frt>e;  no  p«'ts;  walk-in.  Sleeps  six;  total 
(662)  8I6-.S740.  ly  furnisht'd  —  2B0  2BA.  Reduced 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO  -  custom  rates;  groujis  welcomed.  Anniversary 
churtb  wirxkjws,  reworking  and  repair  -  Specials.  (662)  746-46  J2. 

C  olufnhus/lacksrm  (877)  477-1899  FOR  SALE:  THEATER  STYLE  SEATS. 
PEARL  RIVER  CLASS  STUDIO,  INC.,  Community  theater  recently  renovat- 
(800)  771-3639;  www.()rgs.com.  Ntsv  ed  seating  area  and  Ixjught  twice  as 
stairved  glass  church  windows,  rc-pair  many  seats  as  neederl.  We  have 
and  restoration,  baptistery  murals.  approximately  300  fully  disassembled 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY  Fret>esti-  used  seats.  Contact  Brrxjkhaven  Little 
mates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman,  Theater  representatives  at  either  (601 ) 
Miss.,  phone  (601)  776-6617.  643-8321  or  (601)  833-3351. 

SEEKING  FT  MINISTER  OF  STU-  EQUIPMENT  SOLUTIONS-DESICN, 
DENTS  (children  &  youth).  Send  sales,  and  installation  of  commercial 
resumes  to  Search  Committee,  First  crxjking  equip.,  refrigeration,  and  ice 
Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  373,  makers  for  church  kitPlVtns.  Contact 
ClennwcKxl,  AR  71943.  Richard  at  (662)  321-0058. 


No  mom  than  orre  lettr^  fntm  am 
irxiividual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  rn  the  judgeoHmt  rtf  the 
editrx  a  givrvt  issue  has  rer  ehed 
suftTcient  attention,  correspon- 
dertce  rlealing  with  it  will  no 
Irxrger  be  published  artd  a  rtrttice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


their  actions." 

There  is  no  Scripture  in  the 
Bible  that  states  a  woman  is  to 
be  the  pastor  of  a  church. 
Women  have  preached, 
women  are  chaplains,  and 
women  do  many  mings  a  man 
refuses  to  do  in  serving  the 
Lord,  but  the  Bible  still  does 
not  mention  anywhere  about  a 
woman  being  pastor  of  a 
church.  Titus  2:1-5  clearly 
states  the  role  of  a  woman. 

Frances  G.  Parrish 

Starkville 


Retreats  (Staff.  Deacon,  l.adies), 
SenkM*  outings.  Receptions,  Weddings, 
Mvate  parties 

No  Mistaire  (*tantation 
5602  Highway  3 
Satartia.  Ids  39162 

nMHBpfS  (662)  746-3129 

jgraceOdixie-net.com 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Medicare 
Supplement  or  Prescription  Drugs?  If  yes,  Call  Today! 

□  Disability  Medicare  Supplement 

Under  age  65  , . .  New  Low  Rates! 

Drug  Card! 

□  Medicare  Supplement 

Ages  65  and  over.  Low  Rates! 

Drug  card! 

□  Major  Medical  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room, 

Intensive  Care,  Surgery, 

Drug  card  available. 

□  Mortgage  Family  Protection 

Plan  offers:  full  pay  off  of  your  mortgage 
should  you  die.  Return  of  all  premiums  paid 
should  you  live  until  the  end  of  the  term! 


PARTTIIME  MUSIC  DIRECTOR.  Hamsnn  CHURCH  AVERAGING  100  in  Sundas- 
County.  Send  resumes  to;  Musk  Seaich  School  seeks  full-time  minister  of 
Committee.  Robinwood  Baptist  Chuich.  musk  arxl  youth  or  bi-vocational  min- 
P.O.  Box  580,  Saucier,  MS  39574.  isler  of  musk.  Please  send  resume  to 

ALTA  WOODS  RAFTIST  CHURCH  is  Calvary  Baptist  Church.  2878  Old 
seeking  a  KiirdergarterVDavcare  Hwy.  27,  Vicksburg,  \IS  39180;  or  fax 
Director.  Resumes  mav  be  sent  to  168  10(601)636-7574. 

Colonial  Drive,  lackson.  MS  39204.  MINISTER  OF  STUDENTS  NEEDED. 
PART-TIME  CHURCH  SECRETARY  Full-time  position.  Send  resume  to: 
NEEDED:  people,  computer,  and  clerkal  North  Winorta  Baptist  Church,  602 
skills  required.  Please  send  resume  to  Alberta  Drive,  Winorva.  MS  18967  or  fax 
5199  Lakeland  Drive,  Flowood,  MS  to  (662)  283 -.5004. 

39232  or  fax  to  (601)  992-4242.  BETHANY  RAPTIST  CHURCH  in  Pints 

PARK  PLACE  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  (  amp.  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  lull-time  or  bi- 
PEARL/BRANDON,  is  seeking  an  interim  vocational  pastor.  ChunTi  averages  40  in 
pianist  who  is  comfortable  with  blended  Sunday  School.  Please  send  resume  to 
-services.  Experiettce  ncededimultiple  Bethany  Baptist  Church.  P.O.  Box  563.  Rnb 
servkes.  Call  (601)  9394*282 


Agents  needeii. 

For  complete  details  on  all  pi 
including  limitations  and 
exclusions  call  today. 
Not  connected  with  any 
federal  program. 


Camp.  MS  ,38569.  Attn;  Pulpit  Commitlee. 


Thf  Baptbi  Rkord 


April  4, 2002 


Amos!  What  is  familiar  to 
you  about  the  book  of  Amos? 
Do  you  remember  hearing 
sermons  on  the  judgement  of 
the  nations,  the  phrase  "you 
cows  of  Basham,"  "woe  to 
those  who  are  at  ease  in 
Zion,"  the  plumb  line,  the  bas¬ 
ket  of  summer  fruit,  and  final¬ 
ly,  the  restoration  of  God's 
pewle? 

Tnese  phrases  and  topics 
may  be  familiar,  but  not  near¬ 
ly  familiar  enough.  Hopefully, 
when  we  get  to  the  end  of 
these  four  lessons,  we  will 
know  so  much  more  about 
this  little  book,  and  it  will  be 
heart  knowledge,  not  head 
knowledge. 

In  rapid  succession,  Amos 
lashed  out  at  six  of  Israel's  tra- 


drawn  a  crowd,  for  Gu 
most  people  will  stop 
to  hear  their  enemies  being 
judged  for  sins  and  atrocities. 
It  really  boils  down  to  a  peo¬ 
ple  accusing  "them"  while  at 
the  same  time  justifying  "us." 

Eight  times  Amos  Degins 
his  judgmental  words  with, 
"Thus  saith  the  Lord."  He 


Then  he  turns  his 
own  nation  over  to 
Judah.  The  people  are 
probably  stunned  —  this 
IS  coming  closer  to 
home.  Judah  had  a 
greater  responsibility  in 
fliat  she  had  known  the 
love  of  God,  and  had 
been  blessed  with  reli- 
Gunn  -  gious  leaders  to  instruct 
in  the  application  of  that 
being  love.  Judah  had  rejected  the 
cities,  law  of  the  Lord  and  followed 

Eeo-  after  idolatry. 

;  at  Now  he  brings  it  home  to 
"us."  the  people  listening  to  him  — 
egins  Israeli-  This  was  the  heart  of 
with,  God's  message.  Israel  was  not 
"  He  innocent,  and  could  not  escape 


makes  sure  the  pieople  realize  God's  judgement.  The  way 
this  message  is  from  God.  Israel  treated  others,  the  injus- 
Amos  is- only  the  spokesman.  rice  to  the  poor,  their  treatment 
The  message  to  each  nation  of  the  humble  was  indicative 
follows  a  similar  pattern;  the  of  the  nature  of  her  heart, 
judge  is  God,  a  list  of  trans-  Further  indictment  was  the 
gressions,  and  the  judgement  immorality  they  committed  in 
ror  those  transgressions.  Can  the  pame  of  religion. 


we  not  hear  Amos  getting 
louder  and  more  fiery  in  his 
pronouncements  on  these  six 
nations? 


etting  God  then  speaks  through 
in  his  Amos  to  remind  them  of  all  me 
se  six  ereat  things  he  has  done  for 


to  them  in  the  past,  but  they 
were  not  to  be  exempt  from  the 
punishment  due  them. 

God  now  reveals  his 
patience  and  grace,  in  that  God 
’'does  nothing  without  reveal¬ 
ing  his '  secret"  (Amos  3:7). 
Judgement  does  not  come  from 
God  without  warning.  He  gives 
each  of  us  enough  revelation  of 
our  sin  to  come  to  repentance 
and  restoration. 

We  know  the  consequences 
ahead  of  rime.  In  this  case,  the 
Israelites  had  ample  teachings 
and  warnings  to  decide 
whether  or  not  to  obey  God. 
Th^  chose  the  "not  to."^ 

God  is  fair  and  equitable  in 
his  judgement.  The  altars  of 
Bethd  would  feel  his  wrath  by 
the  very  horns  themselves 
being  cut  off.  The  sanctuary 
would  no  longer  be  a  sanctuary 
from  one's  enemies.  When 
God's  wrath  comes,  there  will 
be  no  sanctuary  for  the  guilty. 

Judgement  would  come  also 
on  ^  ones  who  lived  in  luxury 
while  others  go  hvmgry.  Israel 
had  been  given  the  knowledge 
of  God,  yet  she  ignored  it. 


Amos  continues  to  voice  the 
words  of  God's  judgement 
upon  people  who  are  in  privi¬ 
leged  positions  and  yet  ignore  a 
world  of  physical  need  and 
spiritual  sickness. 

How  can  we  miss  the  lesson 
of  warning  to  us?  Have  we,  like 
Israel,  been  far  too  prone  to 
accept  our  world  today  as  the 
normal  state  of  affairs?  If  our 
society  is  based  on  materialism, 
excessive  luxury,  selfishness, 
and  greed,  then  do  we  need  an 
Amos  of  today  to  tell  us  that 
God  will  deal  with  us? 

This  lesson  is  too  pertinent 
for  us  to  miss  or  ignore. 
Sometimes  a  privileged  people 
feel  themselves  better,  more 
worthy,  and  more  deserving 
than  others.  This  attitude  may 
cause  us  to  lose  concern  for  the 
less  fortunate  and  needy,  and 
even  sometimes  think  we  are 
above  the  judgement  of  God. 
We  must  remember  that  God 
deals  with  us  not  only  from  his 
judgement  but  out  of  his  love 


and  mercy. 

Gunn  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Biloxi. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Declaring  redemption 

Ephesians  3:1-13 


By  Robin  Brumfield _ 

This  lesson  is  taken  from 
^hesians  3:1-13.  It  is  about 
God's  intention  to  work 
through  individual  Christians 
and  through  the  church  to 
reveal  the  redemption  offered 
in  Jesus  Christ.  The  emphasis  is 
on  adults  doing  what  they  can 
to  assure  that  all  people  know 
about  the  redemption  God 
offers  in  Jesus  Christ.  The  les¬ 
son  challenges  adults  to  declare 
to  oriiers  the  redemption  God 
offers  in  Jesus  Christ. 

The  passage  is  broken  into 
four  sections.  The  first  section 
deals  with  grace  to  experience 
(w.  1-3).  The  words  "prisoner 
of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  sake  of 
you  Gentiles"  (v.  1)  referi  to 
Paul's  imprisonment  in  Rome, 


because  of  his  service 
for  Christ.  _ 

In  applying  this  Brumfield 
for  us  today,  we  real¬ 
ize  that  any  responsibility 
God  gives  to  believers  grows 
out  of  the  experience  of  his 
grace  in  salvation.  We  also 
experience  other  areas  of  his 
grace.  These  include  the  call 
to  work  in  missions.  For 
"administration"  in  verse  2 
("dispensation,"  KJV),  it  is  the 
idea  that  Paul's  ministiy  was 
part  of  God's  plan  for  his  new 
people.  The  main  application 
for  this  section  is  that  any¬ 
thing  that  God  does  for  us  or 
calls  us  to  do  is  an  act  of  grace 
on  his  part. 

The  second  passage  is  the 
mystery  to  understand  (w!  4- 
6).  "The  mystery  of  Christ"  (v. 


4)  would  be  clarified  by 
"reading"  (v.  4)  what  he 
had  already  written.  His 
insight  was  not  his  own 
discoverv;  it  was 
revealed  by  God. 

In  verse  5  we  see  that 
it  "was  not  made  Imown 
to  men  in  otfier  genera¬ 
tions"  means  that  God 
"jr  has  not  revealed  this 
mystery  in  the  past  to  the 
extent  he  has  now.  Paul  imder- 
stood  the  mystery  of  Christ  as 
the  truth  that  through  the 
Gospel  Gentiles  can  be  mclud- 
ed  in  the  people  of  God. 
Gentiles  are  also  full  members 
who  share  in  all  the  promises 
related  to  believing  in  Jesus 
Christ.  Thus,  as  beuevers,  we 
are  to  tell  all  people  about  sal¬ 
vation  througn  Christ. 

The  third  passage  is  the  truth 
to  proclaim  (w.  7-9).  Notice  the 
genuine  humility  of  Paul  as 
expressed  in  the  phrase  "less 
than  the  least  of  all  God's  peo¬ 
ple"  (v.  8).  Being  humble  is  net 
popular  in  the  rime  in  which 
vye  live.  That  is  why  we  should 


remember  that  God's  ways  are 
not  the  same  as  man's  ways. 

We  are  called  to  be  set  apart 
and  to  be  different.  One  way 
we  can  do  this  is  by  being  hum¬ 
ble.  Also,  "the  unsearchable 
riches  of  Christ"  refers  to  the 
truths  of  the  Gospel.  Though  he 
felt  unworthy,  Paul  saw  his  call 
to  preach  the  wonderful  and 
deep  truths  of  the  Gospel  as 
another  experience  of  God's 
grace.  To  apply  this  it  us  today, 
Christians  need  to  tell  others 
about  the  redemption  available 
through  Jesus  Christ. 

The  fourth  passage  is  wis¬ 
dom  to  make  known  (vv.  10- 
13).  To  make  wisdom  known 
to  others,  a  one-on-one  presen¬ 
tation  of  the  Gospel  is  one  of 
the  best  ways  of  making 
redemption  known  through¬ 
out  the  universe. 

However,  it  is  not  the  only 
way  Christians  can  be  involved 
in  the  presentation  of  the 
Gospel.  There  is  national  and 
international  missions  activity 
that  can  occur  either  as  a  volun¬ 
teer  or  as  full-time  ministry. 


Please  pray  about  your 
involvement  in  presenting  the 
Gospel  to  others.  Notice  that 
the  redempricMi  made  available 
through  Jesus  Christ  reveals 
Gods  "manifold  wisdom"  (v. 
10).  Thus,  as  believers  declare 
this  redemption  to  others,  they 
also  are  making  known  God's 
wisdom. 

From  verses  12-13  we  know 
that  Christians  have  the  power 
available  through  prayer  to  help 
them  make  known  the  redemj> 
tion  available  in  Jesus  Christ.  This 
section  emphasizes  Paul's  work 
as  a  minister  of  the  Gospel.  Paul's 
work  was  just  a  part  of  carrying 
out  God's  intention  for  the 
church  to  make  known  Jesus 
Christ  as  Lord  and  Savior. 

This  has  been  a  good  look  at 
this  passage,  but  vmat  does  all 
this  really  mean  to  me  as  a 
Christian/  It  means  that  all 
those  in  the  church  are  to  be 
involved  in  spreading  the  Good 
News  about  the  redemption 
available  through  Jesus  Christ. 

Brumfield  is  interim  pastor  of 
Goodwater  Church,  Forest. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  arxi  pho^raphs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  Tl>e 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
KMims  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats. 


no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's 
address  and  tef^hone  number. 


Photographs  may  be  color  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digital  printouts 
are  not  r^ooucible.  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  (a)  e-mail,  (b)  three-and-a-half  inch 
floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD.  Photos  must  be 
clear,  sharp,  and  well-lighted. 


All  news  items  are  subject  to  editing, 
and  oil  photographs  are  subject  to  crop¬ 
ping.  News  Items  and/or  photographs 
can  be  published  one  time  only. 
Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one 
week  prior  to  requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 
Requests  to  return  photographs  must  be 
accompanied  by  a  self-addressed, 
stampeo  envelope. 


Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
E-mail:  baptistrecord@mbcb.org. 
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Mr.  A  Mrs.  Wayne  <).  Nevels 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Max  Klaus 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Calvin  Pugh 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Carter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jama  D,  Arnold 
Mrs.  Mary  Frank  Carter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Buford  Berry 
Ms.  Drmna  Chapman 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jim  Pilgrim 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  Hataway 
Wallace  Childen 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  D. 

Nors  worthy 
Mrs.  Louise  Clibura 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  A.  Horton  Sr. 
Mrs.  Cheryl  "Check"  Cody 
Mrs.  Judy  Dolan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  W.  Simm 
IRS  (Exam.  Collection  A  TPS) 
Widgie  Bell 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Franklin  T.  Jones 
Mrs.  Ellen  Collins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roger  B.  Johnson 
Rev.  Dennis  Conniff,  Jr. 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  Clark  Hensley 
Dr.  &  Mrs  Eari  E.  Kelly 
The  Henugc  Luncheon  Club 
Jama  A  Annie  Lou  Knight 
Mr.  Otis  Cooper 
Ruth  SSC,  Hurley  BC-Hurley 
Percy  Ray  Cothren 
Siloam  Baptist  Church 
David  Cos 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Don  Evans 
Mr.  Kimble  Crooley 
Ekiise  Crossley  SSC.  FBC- 
Columbus 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Dan  Southerland 
Cindy  Crowley 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Louk 
Mrs.  Willie  Catherine  "BM"  Dale 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cecil  Glen  Polk 
Dorothy  Dandridge 
Mr.  *  Mrs  l.eonard  O,  Pv'guc 
Mr.  Robert  Daniels 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  Louk 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jama  N.  King 

Dot  Lamm 

Sweet  Spirit  Singers.  Liberty  BC 
Jama  Forrest  Laws 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hembree  Brandon 
Mrs.  Clarine  Lawson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis  Jr. 
Mrs.NeBLa 
David  A  Diatw  Lee 
Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 
Eugene  Leflwich 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stuart  V.  Allen 
David  Nathan  l>egge 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Wilkie 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ira  F.  Legge 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Wilkie 
Ann  Leggett 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  E.  Curran 
Mrs.  Cfamdia  I.cwis 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Scott  Cassel 
Bernice  Jona  Little 
Mrs.  Maurice  B.  Beatty 
Mrs.  Edna  Long 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Denson 
George  W.  Loper.  Jr. 

Encouragers  SSC.  Highland 
BC-Vkksburg 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jama  M.  Bratnion 
Mr;  MHford  Lundy 
Mr.  Juchheim 

Mrs.  Rosemary  MBey  Mmldcn 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  W.  Doolittle 
Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  T.  Keeton.  Jr. 
Jo  Spears  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs,  Walter  B.  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gieg  Moore 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Hiram  Davis  Jr. 

Mr.  &  Mrs,  W.  D.  G^fin 
Mrs.  Ann  Bonner  Hunek 
Marilyn  Magee 
Mrs,  Gerry  McGraw 
Jane  "Sis"  Nelson  Manning 
Mr.  A  Mis.  Jama  Paul  Robinson 
Mr.  A  Mrs,  George  F.  Pettey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  O. 
Crosthwait  Jr. 

John  A  Gai  England. 

Sandradt  Virginia 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jerry  C.  Jefcoat 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Milton  E.  Jefcoat 
Ruth  B.  Jefcoat 
Mrs.  Lessie  Bassett  Masim 
Jama  A  Annie  Lou  Knight 
Annie  Mae  Mauldin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  B.  B.  Harry  Jr. 

Mr.  Jama  Beckwith  IViawk 
Mary  Lyrni.  Cheryl  Leigh.  A 
Ralph  Perkins 
Ms.  Dianne  D.  Mitchell 
Herbert  Dabney  Maxwell.  Sr. 

Mr,  Jama  C.  Peay 
Mr.  Bob  May 
.Ms.  Ada  Pittman 
Mrs.  Mattie  McBride 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  C.  Ott 
Paul  McCary 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charla  E.  Johnson 


Taylors  Air  Conditioning  A 
Heaung 

NeB  McCleBan  Minert 
Mrs.  Jacqueline  B.  Fuqua 
Mr.  J.  R.  MilcheB 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  Champion 
Jimniy  Mobley 
Mrs.  Sue  Courts 
Mr.  Jhn  Moore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Donald  Childs 
Mrs.  MBdnd  Morgan 
Mrs.  Beezy  Johnson 
Mr.  Jk  Mrs.  PWK|t  Morgan 
Mrs.  Dorothy  W.  Shaw 
Glen  Mosct 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  William  A.  Switzer 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive  Director 


P.O.  Box  27 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 
e-mail:  bcvl@misnet.com 
www.baptistchiidrenvillage.com 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 


A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 
Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful,  and  hel|> 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 

JANUARY  t 

Ms.  Patricia  T.  White 

1-31,  2002  Mary  Jane  Thach 

U  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Cliff  Thach 

Honors  (Cltflon  &  Taylor) 

Mrs.  Myra  Van  Norman 
Billie  Ann  Welch 
Mias  Mary  Edith  Waggoner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Rice  Henry 
Maddox 

Mrs.  Loderu  Waggoner 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Rice  Henry 
Maddox 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Norsworthy 
Mix.  Velaaa  Mycn 
Mrs.  Helen  Sullivan 
Mr.  W.  C.  Nail 

Websier-Montgomery  Christian 
Home  Educators 
Robert  Nan 
The  Bill  Curtis  Family 
Mix.  Annie  Mae  Neely 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  W.  Barreu 
Mr.  &  Mis.  J.  M.  Johnston 
Ms.  Betty  Jaw  Thomas  NicholB 
Mary  Jayne  A  Bill  Whittmgton 
Granddaughter  of  Mr.  A  Mrs. 
George  North 
Mrs.  Franca  N.  Allen 
Mrs.  WanUae  Oden 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  Hataway 
Mix.  Wandinc  L.  Oden 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 
Cecil  A  Nan  OBphant 
Mr.  Jama  L.  Travis 
Margaret  Oliver 
Ms.  Martha  R  Kiik 


Mr.  Ray  Austin 
Liberty  BC  Deacons.  Pastor  A 
Staff 

Wayne  &  Janke  Barringer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Mrs.  Maurice  Boone 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ellis  Brewer 
Mrs.  Jacqueline  B.  Gaskin 
Mrs.  Davis  Clark 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Allen  W.  Clark  II 
Mrs.  Clinton  Clem 
Mr  &  Mrs.  Allen  W.  Clark  II 
Miss  Gladys  Clement 
Rev,  A  Mrs.  Howard  T. 
Scarborough 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Chater  Cochran 
Mrs.  Katie  Mae  Overstreet 
Bro.  A  Mrs.  Doyle  Cummings 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jase  H.  Oswalt  A 
Chip 

Nellie  A  Charlie  Gardiner 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  B.  J.  Crawford 
Pat  &  Kathleen  Grubbs 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Keith  Grubbs 
Elnora  Harmon 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Cliff  Thach 
(Clifton  &  Taykir) 

Mrs.  F.  D.  Hewitt 
Mr  A  Mrs  Allen  W.  Clark  II 
Robert  Daniel  Jordan 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Phillip  Hilton 
Martha  Ann  Klaus 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  George  D.  Palmer 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Chariie  Miller 
Mrs.  Cuitis  Hall 
Robert  B.  Mullins 
Mrs.  Joyce  King 
Mix.  Myra  Van  Norman 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
Cheryl  I.eigli  Perkins 
Pam  A  Eddie  Helms 
Mary  Lynn  Perkins 
Pam  A  Eddie  Helms 
Ivy  A  Thelma  Rawson 
.Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jess  H.  Dickinson 
Rev.  &  Mrs.  G.  C.  Saasing 
Virginia  Cox  A  Fly.  David. 
Jody  A  Shanin 
Velma  Shoemake 
Alaihcan  SSC.  FBC-Collins 
Kirk  Taylor 


JANUARY 

1-31,2002 

Memorials 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jama  A.  Kidd 
Margaret  Pace 
Dr.  &  Mis.  David  Lee 
Mr.  Thomas  Parnell 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Jama  W  Lew  is 
Thomas  Eugene  Parnell 
Mitch.  Beth.  Carlisle.  Reaga 
Livingston 

Mrs.  Basie  Bacon  Wcihoni  A 
Family 


Edward  Adkins 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Green  A 
Family 

l.emmie  .Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Thggle 
Hubert  I..  Alexander 
Mt.  A  Mrs  Jack  D.  Sumrall 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  WiKxJrow  Pack 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  William  B. 
Thompson 
Riley  D.  Alford 
Trustmaik  National  Bank 
Mrs.  Hazel  Anderson 
Phillipslon  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  M.  Akferman 
John  Arnold 
Bill  A  Deena  Barbee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jay  Gore  III 
Mr.  John  H.  Arthur,  Sr. 

Paul  Nunnery's  SSC.  Morrison 
Hghts  BC 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hale  Singletary  Jr. 
Dywayne  Ashley 
Lee  A  Marshalene  Gillespie 
G>  W.  "Doc"  Atwood 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Lamar  Hataway 
l.amont  Baker 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Olen  S.  Broom 
Mrs.  Ella  Barna 
Ms.  Peggy  Williams 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  H.  Browning 
Mrs.  Myrtis  Barrow 
Mrs.  Bal  Mobley 
Marguerite  Barton 
Mary  .Martha  SSC.  FBC- 
Crystal  Sprgs 
Mrs.  Lyle  Bales.  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  W.  C.  Slevenstm  Jr, 


The  Baptist  Children's  Village 
wishes  to  express  a 
heartfelt  thank  yoci  to  the 
Agri-Missions  of  Mississippi 
for  providing 

catfish  and  vegetables  for  0(Jr 
residents  all  across  the  state. 

*» 

Yo(jr  generosity  is  greatly  appreciated. 


I 


1 
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I 
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Homosexual  ed  criticized  as  'exploitation 


Troubling  video  clips,  irurlud- 
ing  the  one  with  Emily,  which 
came  from  the  gay  education 
documentary  "It's  Elementa^," 
were  aired  during  a  session  led 
by  Mike  Haley,  Tocus  on  the 
Family's  director  of  youth  and 
gender  studies,  on  gay  activism 
within  public  schools. 


LOUISVIILE,  Ky.  (BP)  —  A  third-grade 
j^l  stands  before  a  room  full  of  classmates. 
The  room  is  silent,  and  their  attention  is 
hers.  For  the  past  few  minutes,  the  teacher 
has  guided  me  students  in  a  discussion 
about  families.  Families,  they  are  told,  are 
made  up  of  all  types  of  people.  Gay  and  les¬ 
bian  couples  are  one  example  of  a  family. 

The  girl,  named  Emily,  is  there  to  read  an 
award-winning  essay  about  her  two  moms. 
She  begins,  "My  mothers  mean  so,  so,  so,  so 
much  to  me.  1  have  two  mothers.  Two 
moms  is  pretty  nice.  Well,  it's  more  than 
pretty  nice.  It's  really  nice.  You  can't  imag¬ 
ine.  Although  having  two  mothers  is  a  prob¬ 
lem  to  others,  1  respect  that  that's  the  way 
they  think  and  1  can't  do  anythmg  about  it. 
1  still  think  that  those  people  think  stupidly. 

"This  once  happened  with  a  boy  in  my 
class  who  coulcl  not  come  to  my  house 
because  my  parents  were  lesbians.  One 
night  1  called  their  house  and  the  mother 
told  me  their  version  of  the  Bible.  1  stood  up 
for  my  motherland  knew  that  many  kids 
of  my  class  were  supporting  me  and  calling 
me  to  see  how  1  was.  I  am  proud  of  Yny 
moms  and  enjoy  marching  in  the  gay  pride 
march  every  single  year  with  my  moms." 

The  teacner  compliments  Emily  on  her 
essay,  then  leads  the  class  in  applause. 

Althoi^h  the  above  scene  may  be  trou¬ 
bling  to  &uthem  Baptists,  it's  one  that  is 
becoming  more  ana  more  common  in 
America's  schools.  Southern  Seminary  stu¬ 
dents  learned  March  5  durine  a,  day-long 
presentation  from  Focus  on  me  Family.  A 
team  from  the  Colorado-based  mimstry 
founded  by  psychologist  James  Dobson 
briefed  the  seminary  community  on  current 
issues  related  to  homosexuality,  with  an 
aim  toward  formulating  a  biblical  response. 


can  see  the 

a  young 

are  being  re-educated 
on  the  Haley 

documentary. "... 
l^ey  are  teaching  as  fact 

that  homosexuality  is  as 
as 

Haley  noted  that  the  mrl  was 
corrected  for  using  ^tupid- 
ly"  to  describe  other  children. 

"I  would  hate  to  see  what  HOMOSEXUALITY  PROMOTED  —  School  children 
would  happen  if  any  of  our  talk  about  homosexuality  during  a  scene  from  the 
children  in  public  schools  activist  documentary,  "It's  Elementary,"  produced  by 
wrote  that  people  who  believe  Women's  Educational  Media,  a  nonprofit  film  and  video 
against  Christianity  think  stu-  production  company.  (BP  photo) 
pidly,"  he  said.  ' 

Haley  said  the  activists  have  three  goals:  some  appearing  to  be  as  young  as  five, 

•  Normalizing  homosexuality  by  aesen-  how  great  he  fSt  when  he  told  people  he 
sitizing  students.  This  can  be  done,  he  said,  was  homosexual. 

throu^  the  use  of  activist  children's  books  •  Undermining  parental  moral  audiority. 
such  as  "Heather  Has  Two  Mommies"  or  "This  is  where  the  school  district  is  going  to 
"Daddy's  Roommate,  "lire  latter  book  is  the  tell  you  as  a  Christian  parent  that  mey 
story  of  a  boy  whose  parents  are  divorced,  believe  that  diey  know  what's  best  to  teach 
His  father  lives  widi  a  homosexual  pjartner.  your  child,"  Heiley  said. 

The  boy  asks  his  mother  what  gay  is,  and  Christians  must  react  to  the  gay  activist 
she  responds  by  saying,  "Being  gay  is  just  with  both  anger  and  love,  Haley  said, 
ano^er kind oflove."  "While  watchmg  this  can  incite  a  lot  of 

•  Eouating  homosexuality  to  heterosex-  anger  in  us.  I'd  like  to  caution  you  to 
uality.  Haley  played  another  clip  from  "It's  remember  that  while  you  may  become 
Elementary"  in  which  a  homosexual  angnr...  I  hope  that  you  will  do  something 
teacher  told  a  gathering  of  young  children,  productive  wid\  that  anger." 


You  Can  Respond  Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 

with  God  in  your  own  wor^: 

1.  Lord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
and  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(/  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 

children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Speaker:  Christians  yawning  at  TV  perversion 


Show;  FOX'S  Dark  Angel  and  who  is  a  heterosexual  in  real 
The  Simpsons;  and  WB's  life  but  plays  the  gay  character 
Dawson's  Creek,  Buffy  the  on  WHl  &  Grace  —  as  saying. 
Vampire  Slayer,  and  Feliaty.  "When  old  ladies  out  there  say, 
"You  can  see  how  many  of  'C^,  I  hope  he  meets  a  nice 
these  shows  are  geared  toward  man,'  thars  when  we'll  know 
our  youth,""  Elaley  said.  the  ^ow  has  succeeded." 

By  putting  such  characters  Likewise,  the  national  media 
on  television,  die  networks  are  has  sided  with  gay  activists  by 
trying  to  maike  homosexuality  making  Christian  conservatives 
an  accepted  lifestyle  in  ^p>ear  extreme,  Haley  said. 
Americcm  society,  he  argued,  Tne  media  does  tiiis,  he  said,  by 
quoting  Eric  McCorma«  —  taking  extremists  such  as  Fred 

I  Phelps  and  tying  them  to  men 
such  as  James  Dobson.  Phelps 
regularly  leads  members  of  his 
church  around  the  country  to 
jmcket  gay  rallies  and  funerals. 
There,  mey  hold  up  signs  that 
read  "God  Hates  Fags.' 

"They  take  individuals  like 
Fred  Phelps,  mjury  them  togeth¬ 
er  with  individuals  like  Dr. 
Dobson,  (Southern  Seminary 
President)  A1  Mchler  —  those 
that  are  speaking  out  on  the 
issue  of  homosexuality  —  and 
make  [diem]  look  baa,"  Haley 
said.  "The  qnedia  is  doing  a 
treAiendous  of  making  those 
of  us  that  believe  tiiat  homosex¬ 
uality  is  against  God's  original 
intent  look  as  if  we're  hateful, 
hom<^>l^ic,  and  bigoted." 

ChrisCans  can  do  much  to 
change  ^  culture  —  including 
writing  the  networks  and  spon¬ 
sors  —  but  diey  must  keep  the 
issue  in  perspeOTve,  Haley  said. 

"We  [must]  never  fwget  there 
are  lost  souls  on  the  other  side  of 
biblical  that  issue  that  need  the  saving 
knowledge  Jesus  Christ" 


when  ABC's  "Ellen"  featured  a 
lead  lesbian  character  in  1997. 

That  outrage,  five  years  later,  has 
dissipated  even  though  there  are 
now  more  than  20  homosexual 
characters  on  television,  lament¬ 
ed  Focus  on  the  Family's  Mike 
Haley,  who  spoke  at  Soudiem 
Seminary  Maith  5  during  a  day- 
longpresentation  for  students. 

“^me  moral  standard  is  being 
lowered  in  r^ards  to  issues  cn 
sexuality,"  said  Haley,  Focus  on 
the  Family's  director  of  youth 
.md  gender  studies.  "...  Wie're 
shrugging  our  shoulders  at  the 
issue  of  homosexuality." 

Haley  was  part  of  a  team 
from  the  Colorado-based  min¬ 
istry  founded  by  psychologist 
James  Dobson  who  briefed  the 
seminary  community  on  cur¬ 
rent  issues  related  to  homosex¬ 
uality,  with  an  aim  toward  for¬ 
mulating  a  biblical  res^nse. 

As  an  example  of  Christians 
being  desensitized  to  the  issue  of 
homosexuality,  he  compared  the 
fanfare  surrounding  AdC's  Ellen 
and  NBC's  Will  &  Grace.  Much 
controversy  surrounded  the 
"coming  out"  episcxJe  of  Ellen  in 
1997.  However,  diere  was  much 
less  controversy  when  NBC's 
Will  &  Grace  premiered  in  1998 
witti  a  lead  m^e  gay  character. 

"While  we  had  Ellen  coming  BIBLICAL  RESPONSE  —  Southern  Seminary  students  speak  with 
out,  saying,  'I'm  gay,  deal  with  Mike  Haley  who  was  part  of  a  team  from  Rkus  on  tne  Family 
it,' now  we  have  Will  and  Grace  briefing  the  seminary  community  on  current  issues  related  to 
coming  out  saying,  'I'm  gay,  so  homosexuality,  with  an  aim  toward  formulating  a 

what?^'  he  said.  response.  (Photo  by  David  Merrifield) 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  2002 

ZPX  BC  VZKX  EPjH  BCI 


XZENBJCI,  |BT  YZKJB  BZJB 


UZXC  )BCC  OBHQC  NH 


OBHQC  HY  jBT  SQZNEC 


UZIR  YKFC:  jBKIjT-YHEI 


Clue:  X  =  D 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Luke  Twelve:  Two. 


April  4, 2(X)2 


The  Baptist  Record 


